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Could you Smite him Lord? 
Oh Lord, 

I really want to ask you to smite Mr Putin;  it hasn’t got to be a big smite, enough to 

remove him from power,  topple him from his throne,  remove his advisors, disable his 

armed forces,  and make him see sense. 

Is that a big ask Lord? 
 

After all you seem to have smote a lot in the Bible;  powerful kings brushed away, 

invading generals confounded by your power, or had their heads chopped off by some 

pretty feisty women, so that your people would be free.  Even our mother sung of your 

power to remove tyrants from their thrones and she faced the might of Rome. 
 

The problem with asking you for some smiting, is that I see myself as a trendy leftie, 

what they call a snowflake,  I don’t really believe in violence,  I think 

anger can be used more productively, I know you call us to solve our 

problems and not depend on you to sort our our messes, 

but just this once Lord?  A bit of a smite?  A localised precision smite? 
 

In the meantime, Lord, please look after Mr Zelenskiy, inspire him to 

continue to use his skills to defend his people; protect him as you 

protected his ancestors of old. 

Give hope to the people of Ukraine, hope in your providence, hope that 

the world won’t ignore their plight, hope that the invaders will go,  

and if, after that, you’ve got time for a smite…… 

Amen 

The Rev’d Andy Braunston – Minister for Digital Worship 

 

This prayer was one of three in the Daily Devotions from the URC – 

inspiration in your inbox – Prayers for Ukraine on 28th February – it really struck a chord 

with me.  Martin is making a phased return after his operation – welcome back Martin.  As 

usual we have been busy; doing what we can, reacting where there is a need – food, 

bedding, clothing – all manner of things have been taken to collection points for onward 

transportation for Ukranian refugee’s.  We enjoyed a fantastic Wine tasting evening 

organised by Pat & Dennis Simmonds –raising £542.50.  Information on lots of other 

events are in this edition – Table Top Sale, Big Brekkie, Unlock London, Easter Egg hunt 

with other events in the planning – Jubilee Fete, Bettle Drive. As ever thank you so much 

for the contributions – please keep them coming in.       

 

Pat Granville-Overton 

St Paul’s URC 

 Croham Park Avenue  

South Croydon CR2 7HF 

Minister1@stpaulsurc.org.uk 

www.stpaulsurc.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stpaulsurc 

07971 068887 
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From our Minister 

Dear friends, 

Let me first say how delighted I am to be back, serving amongst you! 
It has been lovely to catch-up with your news and to see how much St Paul’s has been 
up to over the past few months. 
 
As I write, we are in Lent – walking the path towards Jerusalem with Jesus. 
Lent is often a time of introspective preparation for Holy Week and the dark events of 
Good Friday. Each year we engage with Jesus’ journey to the Cross in a different way. It 
is the same story, but we and the world are different. This year, the overbearing 
darkness of the cross connects in a very real way to the suffering we see around us.  
 
The people of Ukraine and other war-torn areas like Gaza, Syria, Yemen, and too many 
others, are facing the desperation and horrors of the cross. We, who are witnesses, 
enter their pain – for when any member of humanity is hurting, we all hurt. When our 
brothers and sisters know no peace, we all lack peace. As bystanders to the crucifixion, 
it is not only Christ we see hanging there, but all members of our global family who 
suffer. 
 
It is important to dwell with each other on Good Friday and to enter into our pain, but 
we are also Easter people! Alongside putting our feet into the shoes of the broken-
hearted, we look beyond to the message of resurrection – light defeating darkness and 
life triumphing over death. 
 
On Easter Sunday, as we stand at the empty tomb, hope is reborn.  
 

‘In the grave they laid him, Love whom we had slain, 
thinking that he never would awake again, 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.’ 
(Now the green blade rises, by J.M.C. Crum – vs.2) 

 
The signs of spring around us renew our hope in a tangible way. 
The warmth of the sun, the bright flowers and lush new foliage – all speak of 
rejuvenation. The world, with the Climate Crisis and conflict, needs these signs of life 
and faith.  
 

‘When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
Then your touch can call us ack to life again, 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.’(vs.4) 
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Each and every day, we live our faith in the world – this is at the core of the 2 year LICC 
‘Whole Life’ resource that we are participating in as a church. We don’t ‘come’ to 
church on a Sunday – we ARE church wherever we are 

Being church in these times means being resurrection people, precisely because the 
darkness can seem like a tomb. The reflected glimmer of Christs light we bring into the 
world can, and does, change people’s lives.  

 
It is a deep joy to see the many signs of hope and light 
bursting from our buildings and from our hearts. Thanks be 
to God for our worship, The Guild, Prayers in church and 
online, many social events and supporting charities around 
the world. We may never know the impact of our work 
and words – but I trust that they are part of Christ’s 

resurrection. 
 

Perhaps don’t read this bit until Holy Week is passed, but it is a joy to wish you a very 
Happy Easter - Christ is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Martin 
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2022 UNLOCK Walk - Saturday April 23rd  

This year’s focus is Tower Hamlets (Stepney, Bethnal Green and Poplar) an area of contrasts 

between past and present, affluence and poverty, nature and inner city.  

The walk is a circular 7.5 mile route stopping to visit 6 churches of different denominations en 

route. Do join us or sponsor us if you are able to raise much needed cash for UNLOCK’s work 

with inner city churches. 

Maps can be found here WalkLeaflet37map (unlock-urban.org.uk) we start at Shoreditch and 

walk anticlockwise; I also have some paper copies. 

Not able to do the whole distance? Why not join for the first bit – around 3-4 miles between 

Shoreditch and Mile End?  There are other drop out points along the way. 

Highlights include Brick Lane, the Regents Canal, the East London Mosque (walkers are invited 

in for a 5 minute tour) Statues of William and Catherine Booth, The Whitechapel Bell Foundry 

and many more. It’s an opportunity to visit an area steeped in history and churches working to 

meet the challenge of inequality and poverty in their communities. 

Walkers will need: 

 Oyster card 
 Packed lunch 
 Comfortable shoes 

 Cash to make small donations at each of the churches visited 

We meet at East Croydon Station at 8:15am  

Not able to walk with us? Then consider sponsoring the group - More information can be found 

here: http://www.unlock-urban.org.uk/support_walk.php also consider supporting Unlock with 

prayer – for future plans and all those taking part in the walk by hosting, administrating or 

walking- PrayerSheet (unlock-urban.org.uk)  

Cathy Heath 

 

 

http://unlock-urban.org.uk/documents/WalkLeaflet39map.pdf
http://www.unlock-urban.org.uk/support_walk.php
http://unlock-urban.org.uk/documents/Prayersheet202122.pdf
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Christian Aid Week  

May 15th -21st 

Hello Christian Aid supporters!  

This year Christian Aid has a focus on tackling 

hunger in Zimbabwe. The climate emergency and 

the war in Ukraine is having a significant impact 

on our poorest brothers and sisters in this country.  

As usual we need people prepared to help collect in neighbouring streets. You don’t have 

to commit to a whole street if you want to keep it small and you can opt for the deliver 

only option with the hope that people will donate on line or leave a donation in the church 

letter box.  

I have gained permission to collect at South Croydon Station on Thursday 19th May from 

7-9am and 5.30-7pm. If you would be so kind as to offer 45 minutes of your time, we could 

probably match the £200 plus collected last year with the buckets and the card machine. 

(Few can escape this way!!)  

Finally, please save this date. Sunday 15th May  9-10.15 for the Big Brekkie at St Paul’s 

with delicious breakfast, speaker from Christian Aid and Quiz. This year we will be ‘in 

person’ following 2 years on Zoom.  Oh, and we may be doing another car wash to please 

keep your cars nice and dirty during May!  

For all offers of support or to discuss further please contact Fran. 

Franboto@aol.com 07969173457 

*******************************************************************************

* 

 

     Everyone is warmly invited for bubbles and cake 

Please come along and celebrate our 60th Wedding Anniversary 

 with us after the service on Sunday 24th April 

Gill & Sidney Rutter 

mailto:Franboto@aol.com
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FAMILY SHOEBOX APPEAL                                                    
  

 The Family Shoeboxes of gifts are given to families who 

often have to make a choice between buying food or fuel at 

Christmas time – buying presents is just not a priority. Many 

of these families do not have running water, heating or 

electricity. Some live in appalling conditions, often living in 

just one or two rooms, and life for them is a real struggle to survive. 

 A shoebox for a family means that everyone receives a gift.  A scarf for the 

mum, a tape measure for the dad, toys and games for the children as well as 

stationery and coloured pens.  Also toiletries, toothpaste, shampoo and soap to 

keep everyone clean and free from the germs that make them ill. And of course 

sweets and chocolates for everyone – a family favourite.  

 

 ELDERLY SHOEBOX APPEAL                                                       

Due to the number of elderly people that are now being left 

alone due to their families leaving to work away, we have 

launched the Elderly Shoebox Appeal.  The boxes are similar 

however the children’s games and education materials are replaced with a wind up 

torch, sensory items, candle and holder etc 

 Boxes get sent to Romania, Bulgaria, Moldova and Ukraine. 

 

April Toothpaste, toothbrush, shower gel, reading spectacles, warm winter 

hats. (All sizes please). Wind up torches and radios. 

 

Items we would be very grateful for in April are :- Warm winter hats, scarves and gloves 

for children & Adults, flannels, soap, shower gel 250ml please, reading spectacles, 

individual cutlery sets, mugs, wooden spoons.  Sewing accessories- needles, threads, 

buttons etc. Small toys and small soft toys – playing cards, dominos, chess sets. Colouring 

pens/pencils – paper, pencil sharpeners and erasers, small colouring books.  Candles and 

candle holders.  Hair brush, combs and hair accessories. Small hot water bottles, wind up 

torches and radios.  Lots to think about! Also contributions to the transport costs please.  

Update on our ongoing Shoebox Appeal 2022 

Needed this year more than ever. 
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If you are unsure what to buy then please feel free to make a contribution of cash and we 

will buy what we need on your behalf.  

 

Pat Granville-Overton & Helen Dean       

                                                     

 

                     

Donate £15 to help a family in Ukraine through a crisis this 

Easter 

Your donation would pay for a bag of special food to be 

delivered to a struggling, impoverished family that couldn’t 

dream of buying these items themselves. 

Easter is a time of sharing and celebration, and we want to 

send our love to as many Ukrainian families as we can, at this 

grim time for them. 
 

 

What sort of food will these Easter Bags of Hope contain? 

Here’s a list of the kinds of food in the Easter bags. The foods 

have been selected by our charity workers based in Ukraine: 

Easter bread 

Gingerbread 

Tea 

Cocoa powder 

Pomegranate juice 

Oil 

Chocolates 
 

Each Easter Bag of Hope costs 

£15. They will be bought, packed 

and distributed to families in need 

in Ukraine by our project 

managers and any partnering 

organisations. 
 

Easter Bags of Hope 



8 

 

Send a supportive message to a Ukrainian family 

 

Since this heart-warming gesture is often made from one family or 

individual to another, you are welcome to email us a photo of you 

and/or your family with a short message, and we’ll add it to one of the 
bags. 

As Easter draws closer, please consider sponsoring an Easter Bag of 

Hope to comfort a family in need in Ukraine. 
 

Many families in Ukraine are homeless. Most of the Ukrainian children 

we’ve worked with are traumatised. Some have fled from the east to 

the west of Ukraine, including families with disabled children, who do 
not receive any financial support from the state. We often see several 

generations of a family living in one hotel room. The children are so 

used to war, they hardly notice the shelling outside. Their parents are 

constantly acutely aware of what is happening, and live in an 

unsustainable state of fear. These are the families we want to help. 
Your gifts will help them. 
 

***When we first launched this appeal there was no 
war.  Since then of course the situation has escalated and the 

situation on the ground is very different. We are still 

committed to giving a bag of food to as many people as 

possible at Easter time.  It might not be the same food as the 

lovely photo we have on this page but we are going to try our 

very best to make it as good as we can.  If the situation means 

that we can get bags delivered to people inside Ukraine that 

will be our aim.  If not then we will get bags delivered to 

Ukranian refugees who are in Moldova and Romania*** 
 
Link House, Ferring Street, Ferring, West Sussex BN12 5JP 

 - 01903 529333    - info@linktohope.co.uk   - Charity No: 1069722  

 

South Croydon United Church Appeal for Easter eggs 

 

Once again SCUC are collecting chocolate Easter eggs to 

donate to the Hestia Charity for those they look after. Please 

bring them along to church before 13th April. Hestia delivers 

services across London and the surrounding regions, and 

also campaign and advocate nationally on the issues that 

affect the people they work with. 
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St Paul’s Guild 

April 2022 

5th Easter Miscellany 

12th  Break for Easter 

 

19th  Annual General Meeting 

26th Craft and Natter 

May 2022       3rd     Outing to the Horniman Museum – tba 

 

The Tuesday Guild has been part of the social scene of St Paul’s for many years- we meet from 

10:15 on Tuesdays in our ‘small hall’.  We invite anyone in the local community to join us on a 

regular basis & share in friendship.  Through many of our guest speakers we raise awareness 

& support a wide range of different charities. 

Further copies of the programme are available from Sue Eardley, on 0797168887 or 

Secretary@StPaulsURC.org.uk  Or see our website or Facebook pages for up-to date details 

www.stpaulsurc.org.uk or www.facebook.com/stpaulsurc 
 

 

                         

 

mailto:secretary@StPaulsURC.org.uk
http://www.stpaulsurc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stpaulsurc
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Synod Together March 12th 2022   

Martin and I were both delighted to attend the recent meeting of Southern Synod 

Together, because we really were together at Pett’s Wood after several Zoom meetings 

during the pandemic. As our moderator, Revd. Bridget Banks, greeted us she expressed 

this happiness by saying how good it was to see that we all have legs. 

After a lively opening worship led (and mainly sung) by Revd. Lesley Charlton we began by 

revisiting the matter of the Ministers’ Pension Fund which had so occupied our last meeting.  

John Ellis reported that he had followed up on our desire to ensure that no hardship arose 

from the move away from a Defined Benefits Pension scheme. The Welsh Synod was making 

similar representations to those working on the replacement scheme.  (This means that 

both the richest and the poorest Synods were of the same mind.)  He was glad to report 

that steps were being taken to ensure that no retired minister suffers hardship, for 

whatever reason and that this matter would be placed before General Assembly. 

During a report by Synod Council, a resolution proposing that Synod Exec and Trust be 

empowered to make a £10,000 donation to the DEC, in support of the people of Ukraine. 

This was warmly passed. 

It should interest us to learn that Synod is planning to re-design its website.  Sue Eardley 

is in charge of this and if anyone has any ideas on how our website should develop, please 

get in touch with Sue. 

It was noted that Fiona Bennett, General Assembly Moderator was coming to Southern 

Synod in March 2023, the weekend of March 11th and 12th (Banstead).  A request has been 

made by her PA Rachel Fitzgerald that if there are any projects or churches that might 

like a visit please contact rachel.fitzgerald@urc.org.uk  

We were reminded about the strategic mission fund and the criteria for projects, which 

should be both a) outward looking and actively seeking to reach new people for Jesus Christ 

and b) committed to encouraging and enabling people to be faithful followers of Jesus 

Christ.  There needs also to be evidence of careful and prayerful planning and 

understanding of how the project can meet the needs of the community.  Martin Hayward 

reported that projects costing less than £20K could be authorised by email. 

We heard a great deal about deployment, given the shortage of ordained ministers of word 

and sacrament.  Many possible models of spiritual and pastoral care are being explored; 

but it seems apparent that if minister are to care for more people, then the more 

bureaucratic tasks should be shouldered by others.    And there was good news as well, a 

mailto:rachel.fitzgerald@urc.org.uk
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large cohort of newly qualified lay preachers was presented to the moderator by Revd 

Andy Twilley.  This reinforced the point made by several speakers about our commitment 

to being a “priesthood of all believers” 

Tom Lewis spoke about a project of mission to a large new housing estate in Ashford and 

the opportunities it presented.  We were reminded that we have new neighbours at St 

Paul’s who probably deserve a mission project of our own. 

As we were blessed with fine weather we were able to visit the Pett’s Wood garden and 

check out the free library – it looks charming and is an idea we might usefully copy, if we 

think our community could make use of it. 

Bea Pollard  
 

 



12 

 

 



13 

 

St Paul’s URC Annual General Meeting – 20 March 2022 

Present: 20 Members plus 3 on Zoom and 2 observers.  

 Apologies: Chris Dean, Caroline Corfield, Pat Granville-Overton, 

Joyce Ward, Rev. Alistair Hutcheson, Steve and Sandie Savage 

The Minister opened the meeting with a prayer 

1 Notes of previous meeting: Last year’s AGM minutes had been agreed in May church 

meeting. There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere. 

 

2 General Reports for 2021: These were summarised by the Secretary with some 

members providing verbal reports.  We stood in silence to remember Zara Davies.   

a. Minister and elders 

b. Inreach and Outreach – Helen presented a summary of the year’s activities.  

c. Spirituality and Worship – we also noted Angela had made and filled a set of activity bags 

for children, and that Wendy, she and Junior church had also led worship. The papers will 

be amended to reflect this.  

d. Maintenance and Resources – Steve explained what the group had done and thanked all 

for their contributions, particularly Ron Pollard who was stepping down from the group for 

his enormous contribution to the maintenance and safe running of the church over many 

years.   

e. Uniformed organisations 

 

3 Treasurer’s report and accounts: Dennis Simmonds spoke to his report and 

presented the 2021 accounts, which showed a healthy surplus – the first for many years 

– of £6,515.  

 

4 A question over the Pulpit Supply figure for 2020 was related to Synod reimbursement 

of lay preaching fees during a stipendiary minister’s sickness absence. 

 

The investments had fallen a little recently due to the uncertainty over Ukraine but were 

expected to recover in the longer term.  

 

5 Adoption of accounts was proposed and seconded and agreed unanimously.  

The examiners were also thanked; Steve Savage had agreed to reappointment for 

2022. This was agreed unanimously.   

 

The Finance group was thanked for their work during 2021 supporting the Treasurer 

and elders and were reappointed for a further year.  The group comprises Caroline 

Corfield Dick Richardson, Sue Eardley, Robert Spurgeon and the Treasurer.  

 

6 There being no further business, the AGM closed at 12.35  

 

 

 



14 

 

 St Paul’s URC South Croydon Church Meeting – 20 March 2022  

1. Opening prayer, welcome and apologies: The Minister opened the 

meeting with a prayer.  

There were 20 members and 2 observers present and apologies from Chris, Steve 

and Heather, Caroline, Pat GO, Joyce W 

 

2. Minutes of last meeting on 16 January were accepted.  David W sought 

clarification of the timings for the Jubilee event and explained that there 

continued to be problems with food and other waste near the bus stop.  

 

3. Update on Structural works – Sue explained that the quotes were in for the 

stonework at less than the estimate although there may be further costs before 

completion, and contracts would be let shortly. Scaffolding design for access to 

the large hall and sanctuary roof/spirelets was almost complete and would then 

be put to tender.  Synod had confirmed support for the project with £20,000 

grant available.  

 

4. Infant feeding Policy – was proposed by elders for acceptance, in line with the 

URC guidance.  Discussion around the policy included whether it was necessary as 

it was the law anyway, and whether agreement for this would lead to lots of 

other policies for minority groups being proposed.  We noted that some groups 

nationally had felt this was important for them, that it was no trouble for us, and 

reminded us of the importance of overtly welcoming people to the premises. 

Each new policy suggested in future would be discussed and it was helpful to do 

so.   

“St Paul’s URC Croydon Church Meeting on 20 March agrees to adopt the Infant 

Feeding Policy based on the URC template”.  18 for, 0 against, 2 abstained.  

 

5.  Safeguarding Policy – this was presented as a refreshed document with the 

contact details checked and some wording amended after elders’ discussion.  In 

particular there had been a query about whether as a church we could ‘Prevent 

abuse’ through a policy or only mitigate the potential for abuse.  “St Paul’s URC 

Croydon agrees to the revised safeguarding policy presented to the church 

meeting on 20 March 2022” Unanimous.  

 



15 

 

6. Inreach and Outreach – Helen presented progress on the Jubilee fete (4th June, 2-

4.30) on behalf of the small organising team and urged members and friends to 

volunteer to ‘man’ a stall for a slot. 

 

7. Unlock Walk – Cathy H explained the background to this walk on 23rd April and 

will be organising a group to meet at East Croydon from 8.30 to start at Mile End 

and visit 6 churches, from 6 denominations over 7.5 miles. Maps are available 

from Cathy and the day promises to be good fun, raising much needed money for 

the small but worthy Christian charity working with churches supporting diverse 

and deprived communities in London.   

 

8. Commitment for Life/ Linking with the Global South – Sue introduced this URC 

initiative, supported by Christian Aid and Global Justice Now which links churches 

to churches in Bangladesh, Israel (and the occupied Palestinian territory) or 

Zimbabwe.  There was agreement that it was important to develop such links but 

more information was needed including why those countries, and the benefits, 

and this will be brought to the next meeting and/or go in the Pauline.  It was 

pointed out that we may not be in a position yet to share bible studies with a 

church in the global south. 

 

9. Update on Vision – Sue presented briefly on progress to date on garden, 

noticeboards, external signage, children friendly and eco church ambitions.  

10. Any other business - None 

 
11. Date of next meeting: Sunday 29 May 2022 after worship.   

 The meeting closed at 12.50 
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