
 

 

 

 

From Martin’s Study  

       My dear friends,  

You are very much in my prayers and I hope that you are all well and coping during these strange times. It 

is lovely to have contact in many different ways; be that Zoom, WhatsApp, email, phone or a chance 

encounter 2metres from your door!  

As time moves on and the restrictions and lock-down are slowly reduced; as we get used to queues at the 

shops, some wearing masks, distancing and many other changes, we will all be experiencing these times 

very differently.  

There is no one way to feel or to cope in normal life, but this is all-the-more true during a global shock. 

Some of us will have been able to carry on with a degree of normality, whilst other lives have been 

significantly altered. All of us will have been touched by national or personal grief.   

Through my own contact with you and listening to Elders at our recent meeting, it is clear that there is 

some anxiety and fear, as well as optimism and hope. As we see some areas of our lives being ‘un-locked’, 

these can actually become more intense; we can see the cause of our feelings on the horizon; just out of 

reach.  

There are lots of different ideas about how to reopen the church. Some of us are desperate to return to our 

building, to worship, to be with each other, and some are more fearful and anxious (for many reasons).  

Some are excited by the potential of a ‘new’ normal and some who want the normal normal back (if that’s 

even a phrase!). Is it not true that this has always been the case – some of us might loosely call ourselves 

‘traditional’ and others are genuinely excited by new ways of being?  

As we find our way forward, together, I want to keep you informed and to say a word of reassurance in a 

few areas of our church life: our current position, the practicalities of unlocking and something to give us 

spiritual comfort and hope. 

The current situation: is straight-forward, as government and denominational advice has not changed. Our 

church buildings remain closed (except for critical work like foodbanks). A number of faith communities are 

in conversation with the gov ernment, discussing how and when a reopening may be safe and achievable. 

Current advice says that no place of worship will reopen until 4th July at the earliest. You may have heard 

that churches might be allowed to open for private prayer ahead of this – but this remains hopeful 

speculation.  

The practicalities of re-opening our buildings: guidance from government and the URC are being discussed 

by the Elders’ meeting, which is responsible for this process and for keeping everyone safe. A small group 

made up of Christine (Elder), Sue and me has been asked to look into the details of how we can use our 

buildings, what worship might look like and completing various risk-assessments. Elders will then discuss   

these ideas before agreeing a way forward. A critical part of this process is keeping everyone informed!   
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   Spiritual comfort and hope: Since Easter we have been exploring ‘The New Normal’    

  series through reflections an d studies. As I write this, I have just finished working on  

  tonight’s study, exploring 1 Corinthians 12: 12-26 ‘One body with many members’. 

 

  With all the conflicting advice from government, scientists and media;  

with the range of feelings you and I have towards unlocking and returning to a    

        norm (‘new’ or otherwise);   

        with each of  us simply being different people with different  

        responses to the world;  

 

        I need you to  hear: there is room in the church for you  

– you are of value – you are welcome. 

 

There is space in the church for you if you are fearful and anxious 

There is space for you if you are optimistic and hopeful. 

There is space if you adore tradition and if you love the ‘new’ thing. 

Not only is there room, but you are of value. 

 

Each of us is of value to this mad thing called church! 

The fearful can teach us patience – to take a breath. 

The optimistic can teach us to be expectant.  

The traditional can help us to keep that which is of value from our past. 

The forward-looking can help us to reach into the unknown. 

 

None of us fits these categories completely as they are generalisations – but the point remains: 

what each of us brings can build the church. 

 

They can, if we listen and do not dominate. 

They can, if we speak our truth in love. 

They can, when we are open to the other parts of the body of Christ – all of which bring value to it. 

 

Paul writes, in his first letter to the Corinthians, in vs.26: 
 

‘If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;  

if one member is honoured, all rejoice together.’ 

As we move into the future together, as Christ’s whole body, I pray that we will build on what I 

already see happen among us – that we suffer together and rejoice together, ever mindful of the 

value we all have in Christ. 

I pray that you will know that you are of value to Christ’s church and that you can strengthen the 

church by being prepared to see the value in each other. 

Every blessing to you all! 

 

Martin 

 



 

Hello everyone I hope you enjoy this edition of the Pauline; thank you for all of the 

contributions. The next copy date will be 28th June please send in any contributions.  

Our minister attended a ‘Black Lives Matter’ gathering in Croydon on 4th June.    

On our Facebook page he wrote – We knelt for 8 mins.  We prayed and wept with 

hurting knees.  Priests, ministers, Imam, council, police and other community leaders- 

we knelt for 8 mins and 46 seconds.  The time that it took George Floyd to die.  

Alongside the Bishop of Croydon, I am furious that in my 42yrs I have known nothing 

but 'White-privilege'.  All lives matter, but today we need to hear the voices of 

those whose lives have mattered less for far too long.  ‘If one part of the body 

suffers, we all suffer’.         Black Lives Matter 

Junior Church on Zoom  

The idea to continue with 'Zoom Junior 

Church' really came from Janet 

McCormack who noted that however good 

the URC service podcasts were, they were 

not really child friendly. I would agree with 

this as without the visual element there is 

not so much to hold children's attention 

and interest. Anyway, thank you Janet.   

So on Palm Sunday we started our first 

Junior Church zoom which was well 

attended and I think the highlight was 

seeing Euan playing Jesus and riding a 

rocking horse in the Heathhurst Road back 

room. We had an Easter Zoom with a great 

display of still not eaten Easter eggs, 

(remarkable), a few virtual eggs to hunt, a 

few naughty escaped chickens to spot and 

of course the Easter story and a rendition 

of 'Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks to the 

risen Lord', sung with enthusiasm despite 

the inevitable time lag of singing on this or 

indeed any other platform. Since then we 

have looked at the story of Jesus 

appearing in the upper room, showing his 

wounds and eating fish, the road to 

Emmaus where we all shared a snack and  

D-E, despair to empowerment as the 

 

 

 

 

friends recognised their risen Lord, 

breakfast on the beach with fish fingers in 

rolls and now we are looking at faith in 

difficult times including Peter walking on 

water with Jesus and the healing of Jairus' 

daughter (with fingers as puppets!). 

Ascension will be commemorated with the 

baking of an ascension pudding (souffle) 

and Pentecost with something which flies. I 

will rely on Cathy for this as my paper 

folding and making skills are notoriously 

poor! 

It has been lovely to have children engage 

with these sessions from aged 3-12 and to 

have children attend who otherwise find it 

difficult due to other commitments. 

Support from their parents' and 

grandparents' IT or otherwise has been 

great too. Participation from Rosie, 

Zooming in from China really was the icing 

on the cake! 

Your continued prayerful support for 

Junior Church in these odd times would be 

really appreciated. We are growing, 

adapting and always learning so there is 

much for which to be thankful. 

Fran 

 



Pauline Report from the 7th/12th Croydon Scouts 

We have continued to run weekly meetings on Zoom and these have been generally well 

supported. We renewed our Scout Promise together online on 24 April which was quite a new 

experience for all 25 of us.   

There are many ideas for Scout meetings and activities during the lockdown, and we have 

tried some of these with great success. Highlights have been scavenger hunts and kim’s game 

activities with a twist, a 30 minute PE session led by one of our Young Leaders, and a most 

recently an Escape Room challenge jointly with the 1st Croydon Troop. We also run monthly 

camping at Home competitions when the Scouts can either camp outside in the garden in 

tents or if this is not possible in an indoor den. The last one featured ‘Summer Holidays’ with 

some superb creative efforts. Several Scouts are working for badges and one of them has 

completed 10 badges since mid-March. Parents seem very appreciative of what the Leaders 

are doing to support their children, and we have also received a number of joining enquiries, 

which is most gratifying.  

Perhaps the best news we have received for many 

months is that the Group has been awarded a £10,000 

grant by the Government under its Retail, Leisure and 

Hospitality Grant fund. We qualify because we own the 

headquarters in Birdhurst Rise and pay business rates. 

This grant means that the Group is sustainable in the 

medium to long-term.  

As lockdown restrictions begin to ease we look forward to the day when we can all meet again 

face-to-face and without social distancing.  

Christopher Dean  

Leader 

    

 

  

 What a fantastic collection for Christian Aid 

week with donations from St Paul’s, South 

Croydon United, Quakers and St Peter’s the 

grand total was £1021.00.  Thank you 



 

 

 

DVD-R and DVD-RW 

Hello there – if you have any blank DVDs you no 
longer need they can be used to record services and 
reflections for our members who don’t have 
internet.  Please drop them on Martin, Sue or at 
church. Thank you to the person who has already 
dropped some in Sue’s porch! 

 



 

Scavenger Hunt Tea Party – 30 May  

What fun we had – searching the house for items then 

explaining them to each other to check they ‘met the 

criterion’! 

We had elephants from Kenya and Malawi, stamps from 

Canada, a suffragette flag, baptism candles, books, a 

football comic, goat’s cheese, a goat’s horn, Simone the 

goat, a combine harvester, and a very strange ‘new 

member’ joining us in a 60’s wig and huge glasses (photos 

available for a donation!). 

A huge thank you to everyone who took part and I hope 

it wasn’t too much of a pain having to put everything 

back afterwards!           Sue 

  

 



 

 

Our smart church! 

Whilst our buildings have been closed we’ve carried on with our upgrading 

and repairs.   The outside doors have been stained, the 

brickwork cleaned as high as we can reach and inside 

there’s been fresh paint on the walls and woodwork and a 

deep clean throughout.   Here are some photos, and the work 

continues…with many thanks to Paul our cleaner who has 

turned his hand to a range of jobs! 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



Coronavirus – Has  David Gone Barmy? 

1.   I am well aware, that I have shocked at least two of you in letting out my frustration on 

trying to both tell the truth about the pandemic, and how we can conquer it.  When you have 

been following this for up to 19 hour s a day, for 11 weeks, it does take its toll.  A few of you 

know, I like to sort out powerful people and organisations, and believe me, this is a biggie. 

2.   Churchill said, ‘you can not win, unless you have the courage and determination to see 

something through’ - quite agree.  I have heard some members say ‘what really can I do’, in 

other words, take Climate Change, it is so  big, beyond the boundaries of a country, they both 

feel their contribution so small, so there is no point in even starting.  Well Greta Thunberg 

was only 16, and like Malala, whom Gordon Brown took to the UN, is now respected around the 

world.  Christianity is challenging, especially in these dire times, when we see so many poor 

and powerless, suffering.  Many are helping on the front line, or in their community.  I have 

spent weeks   trying to explain ‘the New Normal’, but none of my neighbours get it.  Think the 

unthinkable! 

3.   Just before Easter, during our discussion on ‘Art of the Possible’ I shocked someone, by 

saying ‘Law is man-made’.  I should have qualified that statement, as time did not permit, that 

we have natural laws as in science, then God’s 10 Commandments, and government is supposed 

to be given by God, but there are good and bad laws, poll tax being a fairly recent one, which 

led to the downfall of Maggie Thatcher and political failure. 

4.   None of us is perfect, and I remember leaving church, one Sunday, when I asked Rev 

Barbara, ‘when is God going to sort this world out’ , a second later, I heard her answer, and 

laughed all the way home.  Today, we must never give up hope that Coronavirus will be beaten, 

or we can come to terms with it, in a new world.  Do not be afraid. 

David White 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 



Family Shoebox Appeal - from Link to Hope website 

The Family Shoeboxes of gifts are given to families who often have to 

make a choice between buying food or fuel at Christmas time – buying 

presents is just not a priority. Many of these families do not have running 

water, heating or electricity. Some live in appalling conditions, often living 

in just on e or two rooms, and life for them is a real struggle to survive. 

A shoebox for a family means that everyone receives a gift.  A scarf for the mum, a tape 

measure for the dad, toys and games for the children as well as stationery and coloured pens.  

Also toiletries, toothpaste, shampoo and soap to keep everyone clean and free from the 

germs that make them ill. And of course sweets and chocolates for everyone – a family 

favourite. 

We are collecting 

for shoeboxes again, 

if you are having a 

clear out please 

bear in mind our 

appeal.  All kinds of 

tools, work gloves, 

lavender bags, 

reading spectacles, 

Please don’t include 

food, medicines, 

anything with 'best 

before' earlier than 

June 2021, books or 

any clothing, except 

hats, gloves and 

scarves, due to 

customs regulations. 

Cash donations are 

always helpful as it 

costs £3:00 to send 

each box, plus it 

enables Pam & Cathy 

to buy particular 

items we may need. 

Thank you in 

advance.   

Pam Oubridge. 


