Minister:
Revd. Martin Knight

’
St Pa u I S 07392 463961 ministerl @stpaulsurc.org.uk
.

Unlted Church Secretaries:

Sue Eardley
Reformed 07971068887 eardleys@virginmedia.com

Bea Pollard
ChurCh 020 8657 0162 ronandbea@btinternet.com

Order of Service

Sunday 121" March 2023
Third Sunday in Lent

..at the well

Welcome to St Paul’s!

This morning’s service is being led by: Rev’d Martin Knight
The Organ is played by: Mr Robert Cooper
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It is a joy to welcome you to this service!

If you do not attend a church elsewhere, we invite you to join regularly
with us in our Sunday worship and other activities — see
www.stpaulsurc.org.uk

Feel free to spend time before worship for quiet preparation, especially
once the music begins. We light a candle at the start of the service to
remind us of Christ's message of peace.

The Reformed Church recognises God's Word as its supreme authority and
you are asked to stand as the Bible is brought in at the start of worship,
and again as the Bible is taken out after the blessing.

Please use ‘T’ on your hearing aid if you need to use the Hearing Loop.

Church Notices
Lighting our Peace Candle

Call to Worship

WE SING: 424 AT THE DAWNING OF CREATION

Prayer of Praise

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory
Forever and ever. Amen


http://www.stpaulsurc.org.uk/

Living Water

WE SING: THE WATER GOD GIVES US
(Tune: 589 ‘Montgomery’)

The water God gives us in wondrous supply
Is water that's living and never runs dry.

For everyone drinks and is thirsty again,

But God's living water gives life without end.

O God, we confess that we seek empty things;
We strive after wealth and the comfort it brings.
We buy things in hopes that our spirits will soar
Yet still we are thirsty and left wanting more.

Then just like that woman who went to the well,
We hear you, O Christ, and the truth that you tell.
You know who we are and you know what we've
been;

You know us and love us in spite of our sin.

The gift that you give is the greatest of wealth;
You give living water! You give us yourself!

May we, like that woman, go back where we live
And tell those we know of the life that you give.

Words © Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

The Grace

THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
THE LOVE OF GOD AND THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
BE WITH US ALL, NOW AND FOREVER, AMEN



Reading: Exodus 17: 1-7 (pg. 56)

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the
Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They
camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to
drink. “The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, 'Give us
water to drink." Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with
me? Why do you test the LORD?' *But the people thirsted there
for water; and the people complained against Moses and said,
‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children
and livestock with thirst?’

“So Moses cried out to the LORD, "What shall | do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ °The LORD said to
Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders
of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you
struck the Nile, and go. °l will be standing there in front of you on
the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it,
so that the people may drink. Moses did so, in the sight of the
elders of Israel. "He called the place Massah and

Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the LORD,
saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?'

Water of Rope

Reading: John 4: 5-29, 39-40 (pg. 864)

°So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of
ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. “Jacob's well
was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the
well. It was about noon.

/A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her,
‘Give me a drink’. *(His disciples had gone to the city to buy
food.) “The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a
Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?' (Jews do not share
things in common with Samaritans.) **Jesus answered her, ‘If you
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knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me
a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have given
you living water." “The woman said to him, 'Sir, you have no
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water? “Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us
the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?" *Jesus
said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, “but those who drink of the water that | will give them will
never be thirsty. The water that | will give will become in them a
spring of water gushing up to eternal life." *The woman said to
him, 'Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or
have to keep coming here to draw water.'

® Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come

back." “The woman answered him, ‘I have no husband." Jesus
said to her, 'You are right in saying, “I have no husband"”; **for you
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your
husband. What you have said is true!" *“The woman said to him,
‘'Sir, | see that you are a prophet. “°Our ancestors worshipped on
this mountain, but you say that the place where people must
worship is in Jerusalem.' ?*Jesus said to her, "\Woman, believe
me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. “*You worship what you do
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. “*But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father seeks such as these to worship him. #God is spirit, and
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.' #*The
woman said to him, ‘| know that Messiah is coming’ (who is
called Christ). "When he comes, he will proclaim all things to

us.' 2°Jesus said to her, 'l am he, the one who is speaking to you.’

7 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he
was speaking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you
want?' or, "Why are you speaking with her?' #*Then the woman
left her water-jar and went back to the city. She said to the
people, “'Come and see a man who told me everything | have
ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?'



% Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the
woman's testimony, ‘He told me everything | have ever

done." “°So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them; and he stayed there for two days.

Water of life

WE SING: 349 | HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY

Water for all

WE SING: HEAVEN SHALL NOT WAIT

Heaven shall not wait

for the poor to lose their patience,

the scorned to smile, the despised to find a friend:
Jesus is Lord:

he has championed the unwanted,;

in him injustice confronts its timely end.

Heaven shall not wait

for the rich to share their fortunes,

the proud to fall, the elite to tend the least:

Jesus is Lord,;

he has shown the master's privilege -

to kneel and wash servants' feet before they feast.



Heaven shall not wait

for the dawn of great ideas,

thoughts of compassion divorced from cries of pain:
Jesus is Lord,;

he has married word and action;

his cross and company make his purpose plain.

Heaven shall not wait

for triumphant Hallelujahs,

when earth has passed and we reach another shore:
Jesus is Lord

in our present imperfection;

his power and love are for now and then for evermore.

Words and Music © John L. Bell, WGRG lona Community

Prayers for Others

Response:
O healing river,

POUR DOWN YOUR WATERS,
AND HEAL YOUR PEOPLE.

Offering for the work of this church

WE SING: 345 GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH

Sending Forth & Blessing



Coming up...

Tuesday Guild
‘Trip to lona’ with our minister, Martin
Tuesday 14*" March, 10:15am

Prayers for Peace
Each Tuesday, 12-1pm

WarmSpace
Thursday 3:30-6:30pm

United Prayer Time - Zoom

‘Zoom’ Meeting ID: 845 5391 2820
Every Friday, 6pm

Next Sunday Worship
led by Revd. Martin Knight
Sunday 19*" March 2023, 10:30am

For all future events and activities please see our website

Croham Park Avenue, South Croydon, CR2 7HF  www.stpaulsurc.org.uk
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