
 
 

Online Worship for Purley and St Paul’s URCs  
with South Croydon United Church 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87649283805?pwd=akE4WThzZ2RwZ2Q5Nmp4dktjTHZmZz09 

Meeting ID: 876 4928 3805 / Passcode: 957163 

 
 

 

An Encounter with John 13: 1-35 
 
Welcome (Russell) 
Welcome to folk from the 3 congregations.  Brief explanation about 

the service. We ask you to remain ‘on mute’ unless you are speaking; 

there is a point in the service when we will ask you to turn off your 

video for a short time so please know where that button is on your 

screen. In planning we wanted to end in silence and ‘disperse’ 

quietly so we have provided space at the start for brief conversations 

and catch-up in random break-out rooms for about 5 minutes.  We 

will then move into an encounter with John 13 as a way of reflecting 

on this holy evening. 

 

Break-out Rooms (for about 5mins, as we are leaving in silence) 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87649283805?pwd=akE4WThzZ2RwZ2Q5Nmp4dktjTHZmZz09


Introduction (Russell) 

John’s Gospel does not have a traditional account of the Last 

Supper.  John offers instead a richer and fuller encounter between 

Jesus and his disciples on the evening before his trial and crucifixion.  

We plan to use the account of their encounter this evening to enter 

into a richer and fuller encounter ourselves as we make the story our 

own.  We have deliberately planned not to have lots of commentary 

on the text because John’s words provide enough action for us to 

use in our own reflections as we engage with the story.  Our hope 

and prayer is that in quiet reflection, tonight becomes not just a 

retelling of the last supper, but an encounter that speaks to us today 

of God in the midst of our suffering and a call to follow Jesus in love 

and self-giving for all. 

 

Reading: John 13: 1 - (Russell) 

Our encounter begins with this verse: 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart from this world and go to the 
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end.  

 
Prayer  -  (Russell) 

God, we gather, as Jesus did with his disciples, to encounter you and 

your word. 

Even though we gather in our own homes, your Spirit binds us 

together to encounter you together. 

We come to remember, to observe, 

to share, to treasure, 

to be together and to honour you and one another. 

We come to feed on the bread of life and to raise up the cup of 

salvation. 

You gather us, for we are one people. 

You seek our fulness and offer new life. 

You show us a way of hope and peace, 



of justice and reconciliation. 

God, we gather, with Jesus and his disciples, to encounter you and 

your word.  Amen. 

 
Music  from ‘Prayer’ - Requiem ‘Well of Souls’ by Nigel Shaw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dfq_WiMgfV0  

 
John 13: 2-4 – Cathy Heath (St Paul’s) 

The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of 
Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going to God, got 
up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself.  

 
Hymn/Song: ‘Jesu, Jesu’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjFNpoEy8mY  

 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 
show us how to serve the neighbours we have 
from you. 

 
Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
       silently washes their feet, 
Master who acts as a slave to them. 

Jesu, Jesu… 
 
Neighbours are rich and poor, 
       varied in colour and race, 
neighbours are near us and far away. 

Jesu, Jesu… 
 
These are the ones we should serve, 
       these are the ones we should love, 
all these are neighbours to us and you. 

Jesu, Jesu… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dfq_WiMgfV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjFNpoEy8mY


Loving puts us on our knees, 
       silently washing their feet, 
this is the way we should live with you. 

Jesu, Jesu… 
 

Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
       silently washing their feet, 
this is the way we should live with you. 

Jesu, Jesu… 
Northern Ghanaian Song 

 
John 13: 5-11 – Felicity Harris (Purley) 

Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 
around him.  
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you 
going to wash my feet?"  
Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but 
later you will understand."  
Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus 
answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me."  
Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my 
hands and my head!"  
Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of you."  
For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, 
"Not all of you are clean."  

 
Pouring of Water - Gillian Harrison (Purley) 

 

John 13: 12-21a – John Wagstaff (South Croydon United Church) 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I 
have done to you? 
You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is 
what I am.  



So, if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another's feet.  
For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you.  
Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them.  
If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  
I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. 
But it is to fulfill the scripture, "The one who ate my bread has 
lifted his heel against me.'  
I tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it does 
occur, you may believe that I am he.  
Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send 
receives me; and whoever receives me receives him who sent 
me."  
After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit…. 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession – Bea Pollard (Video) 
 

Dear Lord 
We are grateful for your clear example 
Give us the strength and the love  
To serve, and to love all those friends and neighbours we have 
from you. 
Be with all those who serve and care for others in foodbanks, in 
hospitals and care homes, in supermarkets, on refuse lorries, buses 
and trains, and all those who work to keep others safe in 
dangerous places, at sea and on land. 
Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us. 
 
We know, Lord, that this is the world you love.  Help us to support 
those who labour to keep others safe in times of war, or epidemic, 
or famine.  Show us how we can take part in their struggles 
knowing that they are following your work of sacrificial service.  In 
this time of dangerous climate change, help us to work alongside 



those who seek to preserve the beauty and diversity of your 
creation. 
Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us. 
 
Inspire us to serve and care for those who disregard us or wish us 
ill. 
Be with us when we feel hurt or betrayed 
And show us how to forgive. 
Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us. 
 
When we let down those who love us  
Bring healing to us all by showing how best to follow you. 
Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us. 
 
Be with the fellowships of all your people and show us how to 
honour them so that we honour you and the Father who sent 
them. 
Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us. Amen 

 

 

John 13: 21b-27 – Judith Johnson (Purley) 

Jesus declared,  
"Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me."  
The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he 
was speaking. One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus 
loved—was reclining next to him;  
Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom 
he was speaking.  
So, while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is 
it?"  
Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I give this piece of 
bread when I have dipped it in the dish." So, when he had 
dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot.  
After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. 
Jesus said to him, "Do quickly what you are going to do."  



Prayers of Confession – (Martin) 

Eating Bread 
 

The image of a friendly convivial meal cannot be found in John’s 

words. Instead, Jesus shares bread to indicate who is to betray him.  

This is truly bread shared as symbol of his broken body, broken 

spirit, broken trust.  
 

Before we break bread, we acknowledge the brokenness around us, 

as we pray: 
 

God of compassion, 

as we come to accept your broken bread, 

we bring our sorrow and our regret; 

for the times when we’ve caused hurt and pain, 

for the times we may have neglected to care or act, 

for the opportunities and skills we have wasted 

and for the times when we have doubted and betrayed your love for 

us. 

In the silence, we open ourselves to you 

and ask for forgiveness. (silence) 

 

God of life and love, 

as we accept this broken bread and eat together, 

as we dwell in the dark and feel the crushing weight of shame 

we turn to your cross and you welcome us; 

we come as we are and you make us whole; 

we are in awe of the mystery of this moment. 

Thank you for the forgiveness we find in you. 

Teach us to forgive others and ourselves 

and keep us living as your people 

that the world may know your name. 

 

As Jesus gives bread, we eat together… 



John 13: 28-30 - Sue Eardley (St Paul’s) 

Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him.  
Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, 
Jesus was telling him, "Buy what we need for the festival"; or, 
that he should give something to the poor.  
So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went 
out. And it was night.  

 

 

Silence (those taking part stop sharing screens – to black) 
 
 

John 13: 31-34a – Jill Berry (Purley) 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has 
been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  
If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once.  
Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, "Where I 
am going, you cannot come.'  
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  

 
 
 

Drinking Wine – (Russell) 

John does not mention them drinking wine together.  But they were 

sharing a meal so it would have been very normal for them to drink 

wine together, particular at this festival meal.  The cup of wine of the 

last supper has become for us a sign of the new covenant that Jesus 

speaks of here.  Before we drink wine together let us pray. 

 

O God, vineyard owner, wine maker,  

we give you thanks and praise.  

You worked the world into being,  

instilled all creation with life,  

and shaped us as your people.  

 



In Jesus we see the true vine and the good fruit of the vine. 

You offer a new covenant as you rejoice with all who rejoice 

weep with those who weep 

heal the broken 

and quench our thirst for justice and mercy.  

 

For all you are, we offer our thanks and praise. 

O present Spirit,  

as we face the challenge of Good Friday 

help us recognize the broken Christ  

in the pouring of and drinking of wine. 

Bring hope and joy with this wine.  

Make us into a community of peace and protest 

strengthened by your cup and challenged by your new covenant.  

We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen 
 
 
 

Hymn/Song: ‘Peace, perfect peace’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVPHKznhrrg  
 

Peace, perfect peace, is the gift of Christ our Lord,  
Peace, perfect peace, is the gift of Christ our Lord.  
Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends,  
Peace, perfect peace, is the gift of Christ our Lord.  
 
Love, perfect love, is the gift of Christ our Lord, 
Love, perfect love, is the gift of Christ our Lord,  
Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends,  
Love, perfect love, is the gift of Christ our Lord,  
 
Hope, perfect hope, is the gift of Christ our Lord,  
Hope, perfect hope, is the gift of Christ our Lord.  
Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends,  
Hope, perfect hope, is the gift of Christ our Lord.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVPHKznhrrg


Joy, perfect joy, is the gift of Christ our Lord,  
Joy, perfect joy, is the gift of Christ our Lord.  
Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends,  
Joy, perfect joy, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 

Words: Kevin Mayhew 

 
 

John 13: 34b-35 – Eleanor Day (SCUC) 

Jesus said: “Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another."  

 
 

Sending out – (Martin) 

 

On this holy night, 

having shared together – although apart, 

may the words of this account, 

its broken betrayal and command to love, 

dwell deeply in our hearts. 

 

Tomorrow we will watch love put on trial; 

we will join the betrayal with shouts of ‘crucify’, 

we will walk with Jesus the path of pain 

and linger at the foot of his cross. 

 

My friends, we leave in peace, 

with love in our eyes, 

and the knowledge that God meets us in the midst of our suffering. 

 

May we go our way to follow Jesus in love, with self-giving for all. 

Amen 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All words and music used with permission 

CCLi: 212639 
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