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From Martin’s Study 

When I was out delivering invitations to our ‘All 

Souls’ Service, I fully expected to see lots of jack-

o’-lanterns and fake cobwebs decorating the houses 

I visited. To my surprise I saw far more homes with 

their Christmas lights shining out in the autumnal 

fog – and at the end of October! 

We’re used to the shops and supermarkets putting 

Christmas merchandise out immediately after Summer has passed, but 

decorations at home?  

This is one of those things that is both surprising and then, after a moment’s 

thought, not. We are three weeks from the First Sunday of Advent, yet it feels 

like we’ve been waiting for something bright and hopeful since March!  

2020 has seen a lot of gloom and uncertainty. The world suddenly feels like a 

more vulnerable place with the level ground under our feet shifting 

uncomfortably. Of all years we need a reminder that ‘the light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it’ or as the King James 

version puts it ‘And the light shineth in the darkness, and the darkness 

comprehended it not’     -    John 1:5. 

Isn’t that a beautiful way of putting it?  That the darkness of our world and 

our lives cannot comprehend the light. It doesn’t get it – can’t understand it – 

won’t grasp its presence. Yet even the smallest flame in the biggest, darkest 

room, will still illuminate a part of it and can be seen for miles. 
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Suddenly, a string of LED lights around a window becomes a defiant statement: 

even in the midst of lockdown, loss, financial struggles, relationships tested, 

politics divided - we stand for light.  

So, I say, go for it, get those Christmas lights up as early as you want – 

proclaim that the light of the world shines still! (Look out for the new large 

star shining out in December from our wonderful West window!) 

This Christmas will, inevitably, be different at St Paul’s. As I sit typing this, 

we’re in lockdown, but who knows where we will be in a week or a month’s time. 

In that instability, the star shining over the stable where Jesus Christ is born 

stands firm as a marker of profound hope that the darkness can’t comprehend. 

That is what we wait for alongside the world and that hope is what we proclaim. 

We move from ‘O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel’, to ‘Joy 

to the world, the Lord is come’!  

 

In one form or another, with creative use of music and voice, we will share in 

carols and hear again the story of remarkable, unwarranted love.  

 

With your help, St Paul’s will shine with hope in South 

Croydon, with 1000 stars!  

Many of you have already started cutting your used 

plastic trays and foil, but we need as much help as we 

can – so take a look at the instructions in the Pauline or ask 

Sue, Martin and Fran for help.  

 

There may be a ‘mini’ Pauline closer to Christmas, so for now, I wish you a 

blesséd Advent as we wait with expectation and with hope! 
 
Martin 

Light a candle in a darkened place,   

       in its flame see hope on every face, 

           Christ our Saviour will be born, 

            heralding a brand-new dawn, 

    so let it burn.  
(An Advent carol by Clare Stainsby) 
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Christmas 2020 – Message from the Synod Moderator, Revd Bridget Banks 
 

Dear friends, 
 
As I write the papers are saying ‘Christmas is cancelled this year’. What a 
dreadful thought! And now the recent lockdown makes us worry who can 
be in our bubble or whether we are going to spend Christmas alone. 
 
Of course, the real Christmas is never cancelled and that is a great relief for 

the whole world. Like many ministers I am at home this year, shut in my study answering emails, doing 
Zoom meetings and making phone calls. It’s a very different type of ministry we are engaged in. We 
need to remember Christ’s coming more this year maybe than at any other time. 
 
Friends have said they cannot wait to put up decorations: the sparkle and ribbons, the lights piercing 
the darkness of a December afternoon, the hope of presents and a great big tree all lit up. In truth, this 
year we really need Jesus. We need the Lord to give us hope where we have lost it.  
 
It always seems amazing to me that God should choose a helpless baby to pierce the darkness of the 
Roman empire and the hardness of humanity’s hearts. But God did. A baby who has come for over 
2,019 years and will come to us again this year – despite a pandemic. We may choose the tinsel and 
sparkle of Christmas, but Christ chooses our hearts.  
 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.”           Luke 2:8-12 
 
As we approach Advent and Christmas, we know that this year we are living in challenging times. We 
may not be able to sing of love coming down at Christmas in our churches, we may not be able to be 
with family and friends and the brokenness of the world continues.  Yet Jesus, the Christ- child, the 
Light of the world, will still come to us. Christ is still the source of our hope and joy. Nothing can stop 
our Lord coming to meet us where we are. 
 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Luke 2:10 
 
Christ is a never-ending source of love, light and wellbeing. Not only are we the cracked clay pots in 
which Jesus places the light of the world, we are the vessels God uses to spill out the light of love into 
the world. Full of this light we know we don’t have to be afraid of the future. For God is with us. With 
us in pandemics, injustice, bereavement, pain and fear. Christ is never cancelled from our lives. All we 
have to do is shine.  
 
I wish you and your families, a very blessed Christmas. 
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We remember Pam – her life at church and so much more. 

Pamela Wendy Oubridge 

23rd December 1937 – 16th October 2020 

Pam Oubridge was a respected and loved member of the St Pauls congregation who regularly 

attended morning worship. 

 

Pam was born in 1937 and at the age of 3 evacuated with the school she attended (run by her 

aunt) to Tintagel in Cornwall.  Returning to Horley after the war was over, her family lived in 

Sussex for many years, moving to Croydon when Pam was a young adult. 

She met Ken at St Paul’s as he was putting on the long-playing record of bells which in those 

days was played to the neighbourhood on a tannoy system.  During their courtship Pam took a 

teaching position in Bristol and Ken spent every weekend travelling down to Bristol on his 

Lambretta moped.  In September 1962 Pam and Ken married and a few years later Richard 

was born and then Heather.  As a parent, Pam was kind but firm. She found different ways 

of supporting their activities, becoming Brown Owl and a member of the scout committee.  In 

their adulthood Pam was a listening ear giving a guiding hand when requested. 

 

Pam was immensely proud of her four grandchildren and showed interest in their lives 

including watching sporting activities, musical shows, and visits to University. 

Pam taught in a number of infant’s schools in Croydon before and after having her children. 

She spent a number of years teaching at Winterbourne Infants in Thornton Heath where she 

prided herself that no child left her class unable to read. She subsequently retired at the 

age of 60 but remained in touch with a number of ex-colleagues. 

 

In retirement she joined the Townswomen’s Guild in Selsdon and enjoyed the talks and trips 

they organised. Both her and Ken played croquet and Pam was a winner of the annual 

tournament a number of times.  She then got involved with the charity shoeboxes providing 

children, and more recently, families with presents at Christmas.   

 

When Ken passed away in 2004 having only moved to Warlingham some 6 months earlier Pam 

was ‘adopted’ by her new neighbours who gave her friendship and security.  Pam regularly 

became a contributor to ‘street’ events providing her famous pavlova, and was renamed 

‘Pamlova!’ by some of her neighbours. Ben, her Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, became her 

companion and she would regularly be seen walking him around the roads in Warlingham. 

During the first 2020 lockdown she arranged for everyone in the road to have a sunflower 

seed to grow to boost morale.  In her final days she heard that they had raised £400 for 

the NHS and that her sunflowers had taken 2nd place in the competition. 
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At St Paul’s, she was an Elder for a number of years, and supported Ken as Church Secretary 

especially during two interregnums whilst searching for a new minister.  She helped out in 

the Creche; and with Cathy Dean organised and cooked the monthly Sunday lunches providing 

a hot meal in a sociable setting for members of the congregation. Her catering skills also 

came to the fore with the Croydon Churches Floating Shelter and she cooked and served up 

the meals with a smile on her face. More recently, she started to serve coffee to parents at 

ballet tots which she thoroughly enjoyed. 

Pam lived her life to the full and will be greatly missed by all who knew her.  Her funeral, 

attended by her close family, was on 4th November.  It is the intention of her family to 

arrange a Thanksgiving service at St. Paul’s when the restrictions have been lifted, where we 

will all be able to celebrate her life. 

The family have set up a just giving page in Pam’s name for Cancer Research 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pam-oubridge  

  

 

 

 

 

Recycling your plastic milk tank tops  

We’ve been sent, through the Croydon Churches Forum, a request for plastic milk-tank tops 
to recycle into picnic and park benches through a company 
in Portsmouth. Andy Bebington’s porch at 79 Shirley Way, 
Shirley, Croydon, CR0 8PL is a ‘clearing house’ for individuals 
or groups to leave their bags of tops.  For each load, the 
company makes a donation to A Rocha, a Christian 
environmental charity that supports ‘Eco Church’ (see p23)  
 
They only want milk-bottle tops from the 1-, 2-, 4- or 6-pint 
plastic tanks from supermarkets so there’s no sorting.  

Please don’t add any other types of plastic tops as that can mean the whole bag’s rejected.  
It's all a little bit each towards a sustainable future for our grandchildren's generation and 
beyond ... can you do your bit?  
 

If so,  please sort and deliver your milk tank tops to Sue via the church letterbox or direct to 
Andy’s porch.   Any questions please contact him – Tel: 020 8777 4840 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pam-oubridge
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We haven’t cancelled worship 
– Thom M Shuman 

‘I wrote this piece in response to the concerns from other clergy about what might happen if 

we closed the buildings and cancelled worship (as if that was the most important thing on 

people’s minds).’ 

 

We haven’t cancelled worship; 

we’ve cancelled a religious service 

at a specific time, in a specific place, 

on a specific day, but folk will still 

worship God when they are caring 

for the grand-kids and walking their dogs; 

worship as they serve beside Jesus at foodbanks 

and pick up groceries for a neighbour; 

worship when they share the Spirit’s peace 

by singing songs over the phone to a parent; 

worship when they work from home; 

worship when they endure extra shifts 

in nursing homes and group homes; 

worship when they e-mail someone far away 

and wave to a stranger across the street; 

worship when they take toilet paper 

to a homeless shelter 

and volunteer at a polling place. 

We haven’t cancelled worship, 

just the ‘official’ part 

that may be the smallest part 

of it all. 

This was kindly sent in by Bea Pollard – who says ‘I read this out in a service a while back, but 

it’s more relevant now’.   

It comes from an Iona publication called Voices out of Lockdown. 

 

Dear friends, 
It is with sadness that I share news that Barbara Stephenson died peacefully on 2nd 
November at Cramner Court.  She was approaching her 92nd birthday. 

Barbara will be known to many as she was an active member of St Paul's, editing 
The Pauline for many years. We give thanks for her life and pray for her family at 

this time.  A eulogy is included on page 26 from her Service of Committal on Friday 
20th November and the family hope to hold a Thanksgiving at St Paul’s in 2021, 

once restrictions allow. 
  
With every blessing, Martin  
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To manage numbers including (hopefully) neighbours and non-members we have a booking arrangement. 
Please contact Sue by email or phone below if you’d like to come along.  Or book on 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-carol-service-tickets-129793368459 
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Making your Christmas Stars 

 Drop them off at St Pauls – or Sue’s – before Saturday 5th 
December – just pop them through the letterbox  
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From Bea Pollard 
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St Paul’s Virtual Wine Tasting:  
Saturday 17 October 
 
49 bags 
392 tasting bottles 
343 assorted packets of crisps and snacks 
147 mini portions of cheese 
49 pots of hummus 
40 bottles of wine 
 
In July, when we set out to plan the wine tasting and made the decision 
that it would be virtual, little did we realise the number of items that 
would be needed to prepare the tasting packs.  Nor did we anticipate the 
time, nor indeed the maths, that was involved in decanting the 40 bottles 
of wine into the 392 tasting bottles.  However, searching for the variety 
of wines and the appropriate snacks to go with them proved to be great 
fun, and the filling of the bottles and the packing of the bags turned out to be an entertaining family 
morning.   
 
Having prepared the packs, the attendees collected them from the church with us all looking forward to a 
fun social evening.  Sue’s great IT skills meant that we could replicate the tables in the large hall virtually, 
so that we could retain the socialising element of the evening.   
 

Through the evening we tasted eight different wines from seven 
different countries (and sourced from four different stores).  We 
tried to introduce some unusual wines including a dry white Furmint 
from Hungary and a red Zweigelt from Austria.  Among the tastings 
we fitted in a wine quiz – congratulations Team Redshaw (pictured 
with their prize) - and a raffle ably organised by Helen. 
 
A fun and convivial evening was had by all and by the end of the 
evening, the fact that we were meeting virtually didn’t matter at all – 
but that could have been to do with the alcohol consumed!   
 
Thank you to all who helped and special thanks to those who 
participated – it was so good to see some new faces as well.   
 
Dennis and Pat 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And a huge thank you to Dennis, Pat, 

Natalie, Helen for their hard work, and all 

the enthusiasts who sold and bought tickets 

– particularly good to see neighbours and 

friends alongside our regular church 

members.  And we also raised £282.66 

towards our shiny new window covers.  
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Croydon Churches Forum Leaders’ Breakfast Nov 2020 

Seventy-two people attended this Zoom event from a host of churches all over the borough – a lovely mix 
of people. The Forum reflects the concerns of churches within the context of their service to the community; 

it does not have a political agenda. The main guest was Hamida Ali, the new leader of Croydon Council.  

Participants had compiled a list of questions to ask; as many of you will know, Croydon Council issued a 

Section 114 notice on November 11th officially declaring itself bankrupt.  

Hamida was unable to give precise answers at present; there is a council meeting later this month which 
will draw up an action plan based on the 20 issues raised by the auditor’s report. The council will get a loan 
from central government for this year & next to help balance the books. She emphasised that the needs of 
the most vulnerable in our community would be given priority. Council assets were mentioned, particularly 
Croydon Park Hotel. The timing of sales in the current climate is critical and she was asked if the council 
would look at the effectiveness of any sale for the community rather than sole focus on the economic 

benefits. 

Hamida spoke several times about a 'culture change' within local government; working more closely with 
faith groups and voluntary organisations. She was asked if this cooperation could be formalised by 
meetings which quantified what we do and outlined what else is needed. 

There was a lot of concern about COVID vaccines as there is much misinformation circulating especially on 
social media. Some other visitors were there who were relevant to this question; Jo Austin who is the 
engagement lead for the NHS in Croydon plus Tracy Jenkins who represents Croydon BME Forum. It was 
acknowledged that churches and other faith groups play an important part in communicating public health 
information as we have unique ‘reach’ into our communities. 

Hamida was asked for 3 things which we might pray about: 
1. Our service to the community and ways it could be furthered 
2. The impact of COVID on individuals & families, our community, nationally and internationally in all 
its facets – personal, social, economic 
3.How as voluntary organisations we can work together with the council 

 Other people who spoke: 

Revd Andy Dovey spoke about his role as head chaplain and the need for new recruits to the 

chaplaincy as volunteers with training available in the New Year. He also asked for prayers for his team 

who never know what challenges they might face each day. 

Amanda Austin from Christians Against Poverty – spoke about the debt advice service run from the 

New Life Centre 

Creating Conversations based at St Christopher’s We also heard of the work of this organisation, 

end of  life plans and death & bereavement cafes held weekly online at present  

It was fascinating to see such a range of people there and also to see that we do have influence if we work 

together. 

Cathy Heath 

“In Croydon… there is a Church.” These are the words introducing Croydon in the Doomesday Book of 1086. And 

today’s unity movement in Croydon has taken on this phrase as they seek to live out the reality of one united 

Church in the borough, seeing churches working and praying together rather than working in isolation. There are 

more than 240 churches in Croydon, and the Croydon Churches Forum exists to help them know what each other 

are doing, work together on common mission and pray together.   http://croydonchurch.org.uk/  

http://croydonchurch.org.uk/
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Stamp Collecting for the RNIB 

This year the RNIB are collecting used postage stamps of 

all kinds. I’m collecting them to send off. If anyone is 

interested in saving their stamps for me then I’m happy to 

pick them up – or provide facilities in church for them to 

be collected – more details nearer the time. They should 

be cut from the envelopes with 1cm of envelope left 

surrounding the stamp – or I’m happy to do the cutting 

out! 

How stamps make a difference 

“By collecting stamps you're helping to break down the barriers that stop people with sight 

loss living life to the full. We accept all stamps: new or used, first or second class, foreign, 

first day covers, presentation packs or albums. Stamps are sold by weight and we raise £20 

per kilogramme of stamps, so it's a brilliant way to raise money.” 

Cathy Heath 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Order your Christmas Tree by 26 November to benefit St Peter’s School  

SPSA are selling Nordmann Fir Low Drop Christmas trees, sourced from sustainable 

plantations. Available to buy in advance only, final orders 26 November 2020, to be 

collected from the school on 5 December between 2-4pm.  Contact 

stpetersspsa@gmail.com. Or see St Peters School Association Facebook page. Wreaths 

and other decorations also available to collect on 5 December. See also page 25 

Greetings to everyone at St Paul’s  

Wishing you all a joyful and safe Christmas and the New Year 

With our love, Robert & Jane Crowley 

(from our Somerset ‘Lockdown bunker!) 

mailto:stpetersspsa@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersPrimarySchoolSPSA/photos/pcb.3183683321737162/3183675205071307/
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Lockdown Reading and the future 

Some of you will know, that over the last 6 months, I have been busy in the garden, currently 

about to have my 26th bonfire, but also catching up on some good books, starting with Bear Grylls 

‘Soul Food’, covering issues such as friendship, risk & courage, which are very relevant to Covid. 

Then for my recent birthday, I treated myself to ‘Fire & Fury’, about Trump’s first 100 days, and 

how his mind and administration of a populist leader works (or does not), which seems to have 

taken over from normal politics in many countries, including our own.  A temporary or permanent 

change? 

Next I was given ‘Being Mortal’ which is primarily about falling apart due to ageing, but advances 

in medicine, allowing us to live longer, but not necessarily having a good quality of life, we all have 

to come to terms that we are mortal. 

Currently I just finishing ‘Book of Joy’ by the Dalai Lama & Bishop Desmond Tutu, which says we 

can only find this by being compassionate and thinking beyond ourselves.  Ghandi said he loved 

Jesus, but thought little of Christians, who fall well short, and seem to keep arguing over small 

issues (like politics)! 

As I write this, more are in lockdown, whereas others are now openly rebelling against mask 

wearing or vaccines.  We need all to come together, with a community spirit, similar to that of 80 

years ago.  BLM is challenging our history, where saying truth to power, our colonial past and 

wealth through exploitation, is now being more fully stated.  Covid is giving mankind a chance to 

re-set our institutions, politics and role, in the world, of inter connectedness, whether issues of 

globalization, immigration, climate change, or current day slavery and exploitation.  It is up to us, in 

a democracy, to listen and play our part, in a fairer UK and world. 

David White 

Did You Know?  

You can join our ‘Zoom’ worship, prayer time and events from a normal landline telephone – no 

computer is needed.  Just dial 020 3481 5237 or 0203 481 5240    

 -  When asked: Enter the meeting ID (11 digits) on your keypad, then #. 

 -  When asked to enter a unique ID: simply input # (This skips this stage). 

 -  When asked: Enter the meeting password (6 digits) then #. 

Please then wait until you are admitted to the meeting and the host will welcome you 

  Pressing *6 allows you to mute and unmute your telephone microphone 

  If you have a question or want to say something *9 allows you to "raise your hand" 

  If your phone contract gives you unlimited calls remember that this may only last for 1 hour 

so after 55 mins you need to hang up and join the meeting again. 
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Church meeting items 

We have not been able to have our usual bi-monthly church meetings since the AGM in March 

due to Covid restrictions. We had hoped to convene in person on 29 November but that has 

had to be postponed due to a second lock-down and as Zoom excludes some of our members. 

(“boo” I hear you cry!).   

So, below is a summary of what we would have presented at the meeting, including items 

where Elders have acted on behalf of Church Meeting in its absence. Please do get in touch if 

you have any views, ideas, or comments – this is everyone’s church and it’s important that 

you are feeling involved and heard.  We’re having a zoom coffee and chat after the service 

on 29th November, do bring any questions and ideas to that or let us know beforehand.  

a) Finance position 

This is a significant concern for the whole church, and Robert as Treasurer has kept the 

Elders well informed on the position.  With the Covid-19 restrictions we have experienced a 

severe reduction in lettings income, as all our hirers had to cancel from April to August apart 

from a funeral booking and a limited-numbers wedding reception.  Some 

groups tried to restart in September for children’s educational activities 

but they are now locked down again.  We cannot yet offer weekend party 

lets and the regular income from the Church of Pentecost was suspended 

as they remain unable to meet on our premises.  Of our £27,000 

budgeted lettings income we expect only around £9,000 in 2020, most of 

this coming from the first quarter before lockdown.  So, our loss this 

year on lettings alone is likely to be around £18,000. 

We have also seen a drop in Freewill Offering and Sunday offertories as covid rules prevent 

circulation of a bag.   Our estimated income from these sources in 2020 is around £17,000 

compared with £19,000 in our budget.  

So, this year (2020) we are facing an additional deficit (above that in the budget) of around 

£20,000.  After allowing for some savings on items such as heating & cleaning, the overall 

deficit on the General fund is currently expected to be around £32,000. 

This is just affordable this year without having to sell investments, but if the situation 

continues into next year we will significantly diminish our reserves. 

We have several calls on our money irrespective of income. The Ministry and Mission Fund 

contribution (which covers ministers’ stipend, training, URC head office, support for 



Page 17 of 28 

 

churches, Synod funding and ecumenical work) comes to £30,492 annually. Other essential 

costs, such as utilities, building maintenance, insurance, outreach and cleaning take our annual 

expenditure up to around £70,000.  

Our investments are currently valued at around £135,000 with consequent income of around 

£3500 and though currently showing a loss, have stood up reasonably well considering the 

stock market turbulence this year.  Cashing in is not desirable as this might incur a loss, and 

income is good compared with the return of cash deposits. However with no letting income a 

worst case situation is that after around five years we will run out of money.   

We are not unique – almost all churches with their own premises are facing similar 

difficulties being reliant on lettings and offerings income, although those with nursery 

schools have been able to keep some income streams.  Many churches are less blessed with 

reserves and are facing extremely difficult choices now.  There is hope ahead that the 

Covid-19 Vaccine may enable some lettings to occur during 2021 but we remain cautious.  If 

you would like more detail please get in touch – or join the Zoom coffee and chat after the 

service on 29 November.   

b)  Finance Committee  

Formerly a sub-committee of the Management Committee, when we agreed to form the 

Maintenance and Resources 

Team under the new 

governance structure, the 

role of this small advice 

group was undefined.  We 

have discussed as Elders 

and with the group what their role might be going forward, recognising the valuable 

contribution their expertise has made in previous years.  The following remit was agreed:   

“The Elders’ Meeting of 10 July 2020 agreed that in performing their duties of financial 

oversight of the Church’s accounts, budget and strategy, the advice of members with 

specific financial expertise is welcomed and encouraged.  

To this end the Elders will, at least annually, seek input at a designated meeting, co-opting 

members of the congregation with specific financial training and knowledge. They will advise 

Elders on, among other issues, the budget for the coming year and the overall investment 

strategy and spending plan, based upon the Vision of the church supported by the church 

meeting. 
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Appointment of members to provide this advice is at the discretion of the Elders, but their 

names will be noted at the Annual Church Meeting. Whilst valued, there is no obligation for 

the Elders to act upon the advice, but it will be recorded in meeting notes in the interests of 

good governance.” 

The current members of the group comprise Dick Richardson, Robert Spurgeon, Sue Eardley 

and Caroline Corfield.  We will formally note their names at the March 2021 AGM 

c) Ministry and Mission Fund contribution for 2021.   

We are required by the URC to make this request from central office the first call on a 

church’s funds.  The amount we are asked to pay follows a simple algorithm based on member 

numbers, income and proportion of ministry we are assigned - dividing the central office 

budget between contributing churches accordingly. Given our current finances, the Elders 

agreed a response on 7 October as follows:  

“St Pauls’ Elders appreciate that the M&M contribution is a priority call on church funding 

and understand the fair and reasonable process by which it is determined. The Elders 

recommend contributing the full request for 2021 by monthly instalment across the year as 

at present, but our income has been significantly affected by lockdown. We plan to step up 

fundraising and we will review our financial position in six months’ time” 

d) Ministerial Supervision 

It is now mandatory for all ministers in the URC to arrange 

ongoing and systematic supervision (six one hour sessions 

per year)  in order to encourage reflection about 

boundaries and practice, create a safe space to consider 

difficult issues and ultimately help and support their 

ministry.  This was a recommendation from the ‘safeguarding past case review’ and is 

recognised good practice.  Churches are asked to cover one half of the costs, (for St Paul’s 

about £139 per year) the rest will be met by Synod, and this was agreed, and we agreed to 

notify church members through this bulletin.  

e) Election of elders   

Our process for electing Elders normally starts at our September church meeting, when we 

announce to members those who are eligible to stand and the vacancies available.  

Confidential nominations are handed to the Minister, ahead of various conversations leading 

to an election at the November church meeting.  As we have been unable to meet, this 

process has been postponed and we propose that if we are able to meet in January the 

process is launched from there. According to the terms of office agreed, Steve Catling is 
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due to stand down at the end of December but he has kindly agreed to continue as Elder 

until the new appointment process is complete.  

f) Lay preacher training  

Fran Boto has expressed interest in training as a lay preacher.  This would usually be a 

church meeting decision but in the absence of such, the Elders agreed at their June meeting 

to support and encourage Fran.  Fantastic news! 

g) Website 

We agreed that an update to the church website was now needed, and changing host 

platforms provided more flexibility and a cost saving.  The Minister convened a small working 

group and has started to develop a new site based on a Wix platform. The target for 

completion is early December.  

h) St Paul’s Vision – A Welcoming Church for All   

Last month’s Pauline carried the details of our two-page Vision action plan “A welcoming 

church for all”.  The Elders and the three Teams have been busily developing a more detailed 

list of steps to achieve each of the elements in the action plan.  Most of these don’t cost 

anything but are about how we organise ourselves, and communicate with each other and the 

community.  You can see these on the church OneDrive online folder here.  

https://1drv.ms/u/s!AiZjrsCL9ajKmAhUfH3rLX-xzO1s?e=jgcc7D 

Any items that require expenditure are being worked-up, scrutinised carefully and put on 

hold until our financial position is clearer and we will bring priorities to the next church 

meeting on 17 January.  

 

 

Elizabeth Alexandra Johnston 

4 February 1921 – 4 November 2020 

 

Betty and Kerr Johnston attended St Paul’s for many years after moving to England in 1964.  

Following Kerr’s death in 1999, Betty moved to Gresham Court in Purley and she started to 

attend Purley URC which was nearby.  In 2017 Betty moved to Stow on the Wold to be near 

to her sons, Alistair and Leslie, and it was in a care home there that she died just three 

months short of her 100th birthday. 

 

Betty grew up in Scotland and following her graduation from Glasgow University with an 

MA in French and German, was recruited to Bletchley Park; she was very modest about her 

contribution to this top secret work.  Betty also taught at Cumnor House School as well as 

having some wonderful trips frequently in Europe, but also much further afield – Russia and 

America included.  Betty was good company; a fun person and always quick to laugh.   

 

Our love and prayers go to Alistair, Tiny, Leslie and Rachel. 

 

https://1drv.ms/u/s!AiZjrsCL9ajKmAhUfH3rLX-xzO1s?e=jgcc7D
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Eco Church – An ‘A Rocha’ UK Project 

“Living in a way that honours rather than threatens the planet is living out what it means to be 

made in the image of God. .....What we face today is nothing less than a choice about how 

genuinely human we want to be.” (Dr Rowan Williams) 

 

Eco Church – St Paul’s takes up the challenge. 

Here’s how it works: 

Churches complete the unique online Eco Survey about how they are caring for God’s earth in 

different areas of their life and work. The answers a church provides will 

collect points towards an Eco Church Award – the more your church does, 

the more points you get! 
The survey takes you through five key areas of church life: 

 Worship and teaching 
 Management of church buildings 
 Management of church land 
 Community and global engagement 
 Lifestyle 
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Would we like to make help make the world a healthy and beautiful place? I’m sure we would – 

but what are we doing? 

Our initial survey went well – we were awarded Gold in Worship and teaching, Bronze in all 

other areas – except Management of church land where we are sadly lacking and didn’t even 

reach Bronze!  So clearly a lot for us to do and having had a closer look it is really quite 

inspiring.  So please look forward to hearing and taking part (I hope) in our progress.  I’m sure 

we can get to Bronze with a few actions – Junior Church will be making bug hotels for our 

church land we will be planting some wild flowers and putting up some bird feeders to get us 

under way.  For most of us our time at church is probably around a couple of hours a week – 

not even that at the moment.  So I hear you ask  ‘What can I do to help when I am not at 

church’, and I am so glad you did ask – as being mindful of our home lifestyle and when at work 

is definitely the way we will have the biggest impact; also if you are a Eco guru please share 

your ideas and knowledge.   

Here are a few ideas from the website on just one topic that I know is close to our hearts! 
 

THE FOOD & DRINK WE CONSUME 

 plan meals ahead & only buy what you know you’ll use 

 buy food with less packaging (particularly plastic) 

 check the food miles and buy local or British if possible 

 buy British fruit and veg in season and fairly traded food if affordable 

 avoid buying coffee (or tea) in a disposable cup; have your own and save money too 

 avoid serving drinks at church in single-use cups 

 avoid buying water in a plastic bottle, have a re-fillable cup 

 try to support local shops 

 eat less meat and dairy – try one meat-free day a week, and explore the wonderful world 

of meatless cuisine – it is amazing 

 Try to eat LOAF (Locally produced, Organically grown, Animal friendly, Fairly traded) 

food if this is practical for you 

 grow some of your own food 

 

Lots more hints and tips to come in our newsletters but if you are really keen to get on the A 

Rocha website - ecochurch.arocha.org.uk has masses of info and resources for all of us so 

please take a look.   

Pat Granville-Overton 

 

Poppy Appeal – November 2020 

Thank you to everyone who bought poppies at church.  The total 

donated was an amazing £67.28 sent off to the Royal British Legion.   

http://www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
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Why Am I here? 

1. For most, the answer is either God, or your parents, wished it.  We are supposed to 

have free will, but as we all know the decisions made by others, let alone nature, also 

can influence events.  I like to plan, putting events or things to do in a diary, but life 

does not always turn out the way we expect.  Is everything pre-destined, according to 

some big plan? 

2. Certainly I know most of times when life was going along ok, then suddenly a crisis, 

or a decision took me in a new direction.  I like to be in control, but are we?  Having 

battled with depression, where my mind was out of control, if you have not 

experienced this, I can assure you it is like being dead, but you are still alive, a living 

hell.  Each will have a story. 

3. In 2014, we remembered the start of WW1, the 75th Anniversary of WW11 and the 

70th of D-Day, where many from two generations ago, made the final sacrifice, in 

what they believed was ‘just a war’.  Have we really learnt anything, is history 

possibly repeating itself, or can we find a new way, of altruism, compassion and love 

for all? 

4. Rather than the ‘me’ culture, of battling to the top in your chosen career, showing off 

by having the largest house, wage or car, or biggest HD TV, mobile phone or bag, true 

happiness must come not just from partner, family, friends and colleagues, but being 

at peace with God, in what seems to be a frantic world of over 7 billion people.  Only 

inner peace will give you true happiness, by seeing life from the other person’s 

perspective, even your enemies, can we move forward. 

5. Everyone had the right to live, and by one’s own efforts use their talents, but despite 

physical differences like age, height, weight and sex, spiritually we are similar.  The 

challenge is to live and benefit, in spite of this, to enrich mankind.  No doubt the East 

had much to teach the West, and vice versa, we go on about freedom, democracy 

and for all to follow, or not, a religious belief.  People must be empowered. 

6. NASA is already planning a manned mission to Mars, but there are still huge 

discrepancies of wealth, let alone dealing with energy, climate change, terrorism, 

poverty, food security and disease, so is there a point to life?  There has to be, 

though if I get to heaven, my first question to God is, ‘What are you doing about this 

mess’.  All of you may find your own answer, which is we have trust in our faith, and 

be patient.  In time the answer will be given, God always answers and may use you to 

change the world.  Just listen. 

 
David White.   
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Is this something you could help with please? 

St Paul’s has been part of Croydon Churches Floating Shelter {CCFS} since it began in 2004, 

we have provided volunteers and our church halls in that time.  Night Shelters are unable to 

operate at the moment due to Covid 19 Government Guidelines.  Not surprisingly Nightwatch 

have seen a huge increase in the need to supply food at Queen’s Gardens and so in November 

when we would normally have started the shelter the churches 

have been supplying Nightwatch with 80 sandwiches each night 

and we aim to carry on throughout the 5 months November to 

March.  Churches are now making sandwiches for the ‘usual’ 

shelter hosting time.  St Paul’s hosts in January; we are asking 

for volunteers to make sandwiches each Saturday in January. 

At the moment these are made at volunteer’s homes, then 

collected and taken to the Nightwatch volunteers for distribution.  

5 loaves with meat and 2 with vegetarian fillings are needed.  Food cost will be met by CCFS.   

In addition, we have been asked by Croydon Council if we would be able to supply a cooked meal 

for 5 people each night for the Croydon Hub (A safe space to stay) near Croydon University 

Hospital.  This would normally accommodate 15 vulnerable homeless people – this has been 

reduced to 5 to comply with Covid 19 regulations. Cooking facilities at the hub are limited – a 

microwave, so the idea is to provide a cooked meal for 5 with vegetables and pudding in 

disposable containers and this will be delivered to the Hub by volunteers – again at no cost of 

goods to volunteers, and the support staff will heat the meal.   

So please if you feel able to make some sandwiches or a meal for 5 on a Saturday in 

January please let me know.  This has been working very well with Nightwatch and meals are 

now delivered to the Hub and were very well received. 

Some of you lovely people have already volunteered and some members of Croydon United 

Church have also come forward, but we still have a need if you feel able. 

Call me Pat Granville-Overton on 020 8688 2857 or 07742 859552 email patgo123@aol.com 

or message me on Whatsapp. It would be lovely to hear from you but there is absolutely no 

pressure – I realise that these times mean there are added challenges for all of us. 

The Hub is a partnership between Croydon Council and Evolve Housing with rough sleepers, or 

people about to sleep rough referred by the council’s homeless assessment team and partners 

including Croydon Reach and Crisis. 

mailto:patgo123@aol.com
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To order – or to order Christmas trees contact StPetersspsa@gmail.com  

mailto:StPetersspsa@gmail.com
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 ‘In Remembrance’ – The Family Eulogy 

for 

Barbara Mary Stephenson 

13th November 1927 to 3rd November 2020 

From her children: Hilary, Howard and Karen 

A branch has fallen from our family tree, but today we are here to celebrate the life of 

Barbara, our mother. Mother to Howard, Hilary & Karen, Granny to Jodi, Nick, Becky, Harry 

& Jessica & Great Granny to Esmé, Charlie, Emma, Rowan & Zoe. We must not be sad as 

her life was a full one, filled with many wonderful experiences, memories and 

achievements. 

 

Barbara grew up in Croham Valley Road, attending Croham Hurst school followed by 

Croydon High. She contracted Typhoid during the 1937 outbreak in Croydon spending six 

months in hospital, but she made a complete recovery and suffered no lasting ill effects. 

She and her family attended St Paul’s church where she went to Sunday school and later, 

she joined the amateur dramatics society where her love of theatre began. Many of her 

oldest friends have links to the church and to that society. 

 

Her love of travel began as a mother, who was faced with bringing up her young family 

abroad, firstly in Nigeria followed by Córdoba and Barcelona, Spain.  A daunting task, but 

she took it in her stride, embracing the life and cultures of the countries she found herself 

in. Spain in particular held a special place in her heart. She returned to Córdoba with 

Howard, finding the house we had lived in, still standing, but no longer an isolated house 

up in the hills.   On Returning to England, having bravely driven from Barcelona to Bilbao 

with 3 children, to catch the ferry, she set up home for us all in Croydon, the place she 

was born, and the place she would remain for the rest of her life.  

 

As children we remember our house always full of people, French language students, 

lodgers and friends. She would cook for all of us, she loved nothing more than a house full 

of people. Many who started as lodgers have remained lifelong friends, Mary, Michael & 

Rolf to name a few.  She converted her dining room into a bedroom when her elderly 

Aunt Gladys was in need. 

 

Before embarking on a career in London she dabbled with a pyramid scheme, very 

popular at the time, called “Kimbo’ (a cleaning product) which like so many of these 

schemes did not go well.  Left with boxes piled high, she contacted Esther Rantzen’s tv 

show ‘That’s Life’, which resulted in some filming; ‘cue’ Barbara, ‘cut’ to a rowdy group of 

footballers in a bath of ‘Kimbo”, going out on air.  

 

She then pursued a rewarding career in London for many years, initially as a secretary but 

later as a company director. Commuting daily she grew to love the city life and would 
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spend many an evening at the theatre and with friends.  As we flew the nest, she was 

able to indulge her love of travel again, holidaying from South Africa to Iceland to 

Morocco, sometimes with her lifelong school friends Jean and Beth or her sister Gwynn.  

 

She joined clubs and societies meeting new people along the way. With the Rambling 

Club, The Fine Arts Society, the Literary and Social club at her church and venturing on 

organised holidays, she travelled to new places, always returning with a new friendship.   

Opera was one of her biggest passions, ‘Madam Butterfly’ being her favourite, and she 

travelled to many cities to see her favourite performances. Nearer to home she enjoyed 

many a happy summers evening at ‘Glyndebourne’. 

 

Moving house in her seventies, she re-joined St Paul’s - her family church. She immersed 

herself in church life and for many years she was editor of the church magazine ‘The 

Pauline’, and was a member of the Women’s Guild.   We remember the run up to Xmas 

and the boxes and boxes and boxes of Xmas cards that she sorted and distributed 

amongst the congregation. At this time she also volunteered at St Christopher’s hospice 

shop in Addiscombe for many years. 

 

Barbara harboured a dream of being a published children’s author, writing a number of 

children’s stories, one of which was accepted by a publishing house but sadly never 

made it to print.  She wrote her diary religiously, probably for more than seventy years. 

That and the Telegraph crossword, and a good book at bedtime being part of her daily 

routine.  Watching sport also filled her days in later life as her mobility declined. Tennis 

being a firm favourite but also snooker and the golf, mainly she would say for the nice 

scenery. 

 

Her love of animals and nature was obvious throughout 

her life. She loved her garden, particularly her 

vegetable patch, and there wasn’t a time when there 

wasn’t a cat or dog in the house. In later life her cats 

were a huge comfort to her, Jay still being with us 

today. 

 

Most of all, Barbara, our mother was a people person 

and enjoyed life to the full. She would start up a 

conversation with anybody, make time for anyone, 

befriend the lonely neighbour up the road and made 

lifelong friends at home and abroad.  

 

A mum with a very big heart, room for everyone, who 

will be sadly missed by all. 
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