
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Order of Service 
Sunday 31st October 2021 

 

 
 On a wall In Montmartre, ‘I love you’ in 250 languages  

Love is…..?  
 
 
 
 

Please use ‘T’ on your hearing aid if you need to use the Hearing Loop. 
 

 

This morning’s service is being led by: Jenny Sheehan 
The Organ is played by: John Hankin  

 
 

Minister: 
Revd. Martin Knight  
currently unavailable 

 

Church Secretaries: 
Sue Eardley  

07971 068887 secretary@stpaulsurc.org.uk 

Bea Pollard  
020 8657 0162 ronandbea@btinternet.com 

 

St Paul’s 

mailto:secretary@stpaulsurc.org.ukardleys@virginmedia.com
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Important notes: 
 It is a joy to welcome you to this service! 

St Paul’s URC has a full Covid-19 Risk Assessment, which is 
helping to keep everyone safe, so please follow the notices and 
advice you are given in church. 
 

 Please continue to maintain social distancing where possible and 
we encourage people to wash and sanitise their hands regularly.  
 

 The hymns and responses will continue to be in the Order Sheet 
and some on the TV, but feel free to pick up a Hymn book or 
Bible should you wish.  
 

 In line with the guidance from the URC, we strongly recommend 
you continue to wear a mask indoors, but we recognise this is 
now a matter of choice.  
 

 Offertory – to reduce contact with physical notes and coins at this 
time, Standing Orders and bank transfers are preferred (please 
ask those who welcomed you at the door for more information), 
but there is also a labelled collection box at the exit, where you 
can place your offertory. 

 
 

 We pray that you will know God’s presence as we worship – in 
church, at home, online, outdoors, at work, school; in all places. 

 

 
We extend a very warm welcome to you. If you do not attend a church 
elsewhere, we invite you to join regularly with us in our Sunday worship 
and other activities – see www.stpaulsurc.org.uk 
 
You are welcome to use the time before worship for quiet preparation, 
especially once the music begins. We light a candle at the start of the 
service to remind us all of Christ’s message of peace.  
 
The Reformed Church recognises God’s Word as its supreme authority 
and you are asked to stand as the Bible is brought in at the start of 
worship, and again as the Bible is taken out after the blessing.  

http://www.stpaulsurc.org.uk/
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Welcome & Notices, lighting of the peace candle  
 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 146   
 
Hallelujah!    O my soul, praise GOD!    
All my life long I’ll praise GOD,  singing songs to my God as long as I live. 
Don’t put your life in the hands of experts   who know nothing of life, 
of salvation life. 
Mere humans don’t have what it takes;    when they die, their projects 
die with them. 
Instead, get help from the God of Jacob,    put your hope in GOD and 
know real blessing! 
GOD made sky and soil,    sea and all the fish in it. 
He always does what he says - he defends the wronged, he feeds the 
hungry. 
GOD frees prisoners - he gives sight to the blind, he lifts up the fallen. 
GOD loves good people, protects strangers, takes the side of orphans and 
widows,   but makes short work of the wicked. 
GOD’s in charge—always.    Zion’s God is God for good!                                      
Hallelujah!                                                                                 From The Message  

 
Hymn: 35 God is Unique and One (tune 657 Gopsal) 
  
1 God is unique and one - 
Father, Sustainer, Lord! 
Patterns of life were spun 
by his creative Word. 
Of his intention, love and care 
we are with growing trust aware.  
 
2 Love came to earth in Christ, 
our common life to share, 
choosing to be the least,  
willing a cross to bear. 
He died, he rose, that we might live 
and all our love, responding, give. 

3 The Holy Spirit moves 
people to trace God's plan; 
such inspiration proves  
more than the mind can span. 
Each listening heart is led to find 
the will of God for humankind. 
 
4 He shall forever reign, 
Ruler of time and space; 
God in the midst of life, 
seen in the human face. 
We give expression to our creed by 
love in thought, in word and deed

. 
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Prayer of confession, Assurance of Pardon  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Reading:   Mark 12: 28-34  The first commandment 

28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one 

another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which 

commandment is the first of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O 

Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 

with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbour 

as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 Then 

the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he 

is one, and besides him there is no other’; 33 and ‘to love him with all the 

heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to 

love one’s neighbour as oneself,’ - this is much more important than all 

whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he answered 

wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After 

that no one dared to ask him any question. 

Talk with Junior Church: 
 

Hymn: 90 O Lord all the world belongs to you  

 
Oh Lord, All The World Belongs To You 

And You Are Always Making All Things New. 

What Is Wrong, You Forgive, 

And The New Life You Give 

Is What’s Turning The World Upside Down. 

 

The World’s Only Loving To Its Friends, 
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But Your Way Of Loving Never Ends, 

Loving Enemies Too; 

And This Loving With You 

Is What’s Turning The World Upside Down. 

 

The World Lives Divided And Apart, 

You Draw Men Together, And We Start 

In Our Friendship To See 

That In Harmony We 

Can Be Turning The World Upside Down. 

 

The World Wants The Wealth To Live In State, 

But You Show A New Way To Be Great: 

Like A Servant You Came, 

And If We Do The Same, 

We’ll Be Turning The World Upside Down. 

 

Oh Lord All The World Belongs To You 

And You Are Always Making All Things New. 

What Is Wrong, You Forgive, 

And The New Life You Give 

Is What’s Turning The World Upside Down. 

 

Junior church blessing  
As Junior church leave for their own activities we bless them together: 

 

Lord, we ask you to be with our young people, to give them faith and 

courage as they face the challenges of this world. 

Bless them, those who love them and those who teach them  

And bless us, that we may be a church worthy of them 

In your name, Amen 
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Reading: Ruth 1: 1-18   
 
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a 

certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, 

he and his wife and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the 

name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 

Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into 

the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of 

Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons.  These took Moabite 

wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. 

When they had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and Chilion also 

died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. 

 

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of 

Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had 

considered his people and given them food. So she set out from the place 

where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they 

went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her 

two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s house. May 

the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with 

me. The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of 

your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said to 

her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” But Naomi said, “Turn 

back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my 

womb that they may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters, 

go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there 

was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, 

would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from 

marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for 

you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against me.” Then they 

wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

 

So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to 

her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, 
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“Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 

Where you die, I will die— there will I be buried. 

May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, 

if even death parts me from you!” 

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no 

more to her. 

 

Sermon   
 
Hymn 492 Dear Lord and Father of mankind  
 

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

forgive our foolish ways; 

reclothe us in our rightful mind, 

in purer lives thy service find, 

in deeper reverence, praise. 

 

2 In simple trust like theirs who 

heard 

beside the Syrian sea 

the gracious calling of the Lord, 

let us, like them, without a word 

rise up and follow thee. 

 

3 O Sabbath rest by Galilee, 

O calm of hills above, 

where Jesus knelt to share with thee 

the silence of eternity, 

interpreted by love! 

 

 

4 With that deep hush subduing all 

our words and works that drown 

the tender whisper of thy call  

as noiseless let thy blessing fall 

as fell thy manna down 

 

5 Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

till all our strivings cease; 

take from our souls the strain and 

stress, 

and let our ordered lives confess 

the beauty of thy peace. 

 

6 Breathe through the heats of our 

desire 

thy coolness and thy balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

speak through the earthquake, wind, 

and fire, 

O still, small voice of calm! 



 

Prayers of intercession 

 

Hymn: R&S 605 Son of God, eternal saviour  
 
1 Son of God, eternal Saviour, 
source of life and truth and grace, 
Son of Man, whose birth among us 
hallows all our human race, 
Christ, our Head, who, throned in 
glory, 
for your own will ever plead, 
fill us with your love and pity; 
heal our wrongs, and help our need. 
 
2 As you, Lord, have lived for others, 
so may we for others live; 
freely have your gifts been granted, 
freely may your servants give: 
Yours the gold and yours the silver, 
yours the wealth of sea and land, 
we but stewards of your bounty, 
held in trust as from your hand. 

 
3 Come, O Christ, and reign above us, 
King of love, and Prince of peace; 
hush the storm of strife and passion, 
bid its cruel discords cease; 
by your patient years of toiling, 
by your silent hours of pain, 
quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
shame our selfish greed of gain. 
 
4 Son of God, eternal Saviour, 
source of life and truth and grace, 
Son of Man, whose birth among us 
hallows all our human race, 
in your love you prayed the father 
that your people should be one, 
grant, O Christ our hope's fruition: 
here on earth your will be done. 

 
Blessing 
 
 

All are welcome to refreshments in the halls after the service. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Next week’s worship and Holy Communion  will be led by 

Eileen Poore with the communion offering for Leprosy Mission 
 

for future events and activities please see our 
website  www.stpaulsurc.org.uk 

 
St Paul’s United Reformed Church 

Croham Park Avenue, South Croydon, CR2 7HF www.stpaulsurc.org.uk  
 

All words and music used with permission - Copyright licence number: 212639 


