
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Order of Service 
Sunday 24th October 2021 

 

  
 

 

Please use ‘T’ on your hearing aid if you need to use the Hearing Loop. 
 

 

This morning’s service is being led by: Elaine Leck 
The Organ is played by: Edward Rook  

 

Minister: 
Revd. Martin Knight  
currently unavailable 

 

Church Secretaries: 
Sue Eardley  

07971 068887 secretary@stpaulsurc.org.uk 

Bea Pollard  
020 8657 0162 ronandbea@btinternet.com 

 

St Paul’s 
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Important notes: 
 It is a joy to welcome you to this service! 

St Paul’s URC has a full Covid-19 Risk Assessment, which is 
helping to keep everyone safe, so please follow the notices and 
advice you are given in church. 
 

 Please continue to maintain social distancing where possible and 
we encourage people to wash and sanitise their hands regularly.  
 

 The hymns and responses will continue to be in the Order Sheet 
and some on the TV, but feel free to pick up a Hymn book or 
Bible should you wish.  
 

 In line with the guidance from the URC, we strongly recommend 
you continue to wear a mask indoors, but we recognise this is 
now a matter of choice.  
 

 Offertory – to reduce contact with physical notes and coins at this 
time, Standing Orders and bank transfers are preferred (please 
ask those who welcomed you at the door for more information), 
but there is also a labelled collection box at the exit, where you 
can place your offertory. 

 
 

 We pray that you will know God’s presence as we worship – in 
church, at home, online, outdoors, at work, school; in all places. 

 

 
We extend a very warm welcome to you. If you do not attend a church 
elsewhere, we invite you to join regularly with us in our Sunday worship 
and other activities – see www.stpaulsurc.org.uk 
 
You are welcome to use the time before worship for quiet preparation, 
especially once the music begins. We light a candle at the start of the 
service to remind us all of Christ’s message of peace.  
 
The Reformed Church recognises God’s Word as its supreme authority 
and you are asked to stand as the Bible is brought in at the start of 
worship, and again as the Bible is taken out after the blessing.  

http://www.stpaulsurc.org.uk/
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Welcome & Notices, lighting of the peace candle  
 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 34:1-8   
 
Hymn: 117 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
 

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe displayed; 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze: 

Then sings my soul… 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

sent him to die – I scarce can take it in 

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

he bled and died to take away our sin: 

Then sings my soul… 

When Christ shall come with shouts of acclamation 

and take me home – what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then shall I bow in humble adoration 

and there proclaim, ‘my God, how great thou art!’ 

Then sings my soul… 
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Prayer: R&S 2b, 3b, 4b  
 
Almighty God, infinite and eternal, in wisdom power and love;  

We praise you for all that you are and for all that you do for the 

world.  

You have shown us your truth and your love in our Saviour 

Jesus Christ 

Help us by your Spirit to worship you in spirit and in truth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

God our Father, we have sinned against you and against one 

another in thought word and deed. We have not loved you with 

all our heart, we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. 

But you have kept faith with us. Have mercy on us forgive us 

our sins and restore us to newness of life through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, Amen.  

 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that everyone who 

has faith in Him may not perish but have eternal life’. To all who 

repent and believe we declare in the name of the Father the Son 

and the Holy Spirit: God grants you the forgiveness of your sins  

Thanks be to God 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Talk with Junior Church - Introduction to the story of Job: 
 

Reading: Job 1:1-3, 37:14-24 
 
There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That 

man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned 

away from evil.  There were born to him seven sons and three 

daughters.  He had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, 

five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred donkeys, and very many 
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servants; so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the 

east. 

 

“Hear this, O Job; stop and consider the wondrous works of God. 

Do you know how God lays his command upon them, and causes 

the lightning of his cloud to shine? 

 

Do you know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of 

the one whose knowledge is perfect, you whose garments are hot 

when the earth is still because of the south wind?  Can you, like 

him, spread out the skies, hard as a molten mirror? Teach us what 

we shall say to him; we cannot draw up our case because of 

darkness.  Should he be told that I want to speak?  Did anyone ever 

wish to be swallowed up? 

 

Now, no one can look on the light when it is bright in the skies, 

 when the wind has passed and cleared them.  Out of the north 

comes golden splendour; around God is awesome majesty. The 

Almighty[c]—we cannot find him; he is great in power and justice, 

and abundant righteousness he will not violate. Therefore mortals 

fear him; he does not regard any who are wise in their own conceit.” 

 

Hymn: ‘Longing for light, we wait in darkness’ -  Cathy’s 

choice 
 
1  Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people,  

light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 
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2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light…… 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

3  Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light…… 

 

4  Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light…… 

 

5  Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

making your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light……     

 

 
 
 
Junior Church blessing 
 
Leader:    Whether we are together or apart, we are one in God’s 

spirit. 
 
Junior Church:  The Lord bless us and keep us. 
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All:  The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious 

to us.  The Lord lift up his countenance upon us and 
give us peace. 

 
 
 

Sermon:  The story of Job, including bible readings: Job 
38:1-7, 34-38, 39:1-4, 26-30, 42:1-6 

 
 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, and you shall 
declare to me.  “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the 
earth?  Tell me, if you have understanding.  Who determined its 
measurements—surely you know!  Or who stretched the line upon 
it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when 
the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings 
shouted for joy? 

 
Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, so that a flood of waters 
may cover you?  Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go 
and say to you, ‘Here we are’?  Who has put wisdom in the inward 
parts, or given understanding to the mind?  Who has the wisdom to 
number the clouds?  Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens, 
when the dust runs into a mass and the clods cling together? 

 
Do you know when the mountain goats give birth?  Do you observe 
the calving of the deer? Can you number the months that they fulfil,  
and do you know the time when they give birth, when they crouch to 
give birth to their offspring, and are delivered of their young? 
Their young ones become strong, they grow up in the open; they go 
forth, and do not return to them. 

 
“Is it by your wisdom that the hawk soars, and spreads its wings 
toward the south?  Is it at your command that the eagle mounts 
up and makes its nest on high? It lives on the rock and makes its 
home in the fastness of the rocky crag.  From there it spies the 
prey; its eyes see it from far away. Its young ones suck up 
blood; and where the slain are, there it is.”  
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Then Job answered the LORD: “I know that you can do all things, 
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. ‘Who is this that 
hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I 
did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not 
know. ‘Hear, and I will speak;  I will question you, and you declare to 
me.’ 
I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees 
you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” 

 

Hymn R&S 121 The God of Abraham praise (vv1,3, 4) 
Celia’s choice 

1 The God of Abraham praise,  
who reigns enthroned above;  
Ancient of Everlasting Days,  
and God of Love;  
Jehovah, great I AM!  
by earth and heaven confessed;  
I bow and bless the sacred name  
for ever blest. 
 
 
3 He by himself hath sworn 
I on his oath depend 
I shall on eagle’s wings upborne 
to heaven ascend: 
I shall behold his face  
I shall his power adore  
and sing the wonders of his grace  
for evermore 
 
4 The God who reigns on high  
the great archangels sing,  
and "Holy, holy, holy!" cry  
"Almighty King!  
Who was, and is the same,  
and evermore shall be:  
Jehovah, Father, great I AM,  
we worship thee!" 
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Hymn:  R&S 454 Let all mortal flesh keep silence (vv 1, 2, 
3)  - Steve’s choice 
 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 

and with breathless awe, come near 

contemplate the Lord of Heaven 

present with his people here 

In the bread and wine receive him 

Christ the Lord whom we revere 

 

2 Glorious king of endless ages 

dwelling in Gods holiness 

loving human nature dearly 

grieving for our wickedness 

forms within the womb of Mary 

born to bear our wretchedness 

 

3 Praised by all the hosts of heaven 

praised by all created things 

every righteous soul, each prophet, 

martyr and apostle sings 

‘Praise and glory in the highest 

glory to the King of kings 

 

Prayers of intercession 
Prayers of dedication for gifts to the church  

 

Hymn: R&S 289 To God be the glory 
 
To God be the glory, great things He has done 

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son 

Who yielded His life in atonement for sin 

And opened the life-gate that all may go in 
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Praise the Lord, praise the Lord! Let the earth hear His voice 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice 

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son 

and give Him the glory, great things He has done 

 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood 

To every believer the promise of God 

The vilest offender who truly believes 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord etc 

 

Great things He has taught us, great things He has done 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

Our wonder, our worship, when Jesus we see 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 

 
Blessing 
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Information & Notices 
We extend a very warm welcome to you! 

 

United Prayer Time 
for St Paul’s and South Croydon United Church 
Friday evenings at 7:30-8:00pm  ‘Zoom’  Meeting ID: 845 5391 
2820  
  

Damascus to Rome – Life and legacy of St Paul 
A series of autumn discussion and study groups based on the 
banners in St Paul’s URC .  Session 2 is on Tuesday 26 October 
2.30pm at St Paul’s. Sessions will be 60-75 mins long, and at either 
2.30 or 7,30. See website, back of the Pauline or corridor notice 
board for details  

 
Charity Christmas Card Sale    
is back again on Saturday 13 November 10-12 noon.  Pop it 
in your diaries now! 
 

Purley Food Hub      
A big thank you on behalf of all our clients for the generous 
donations from St Pauls’ harvest festival  
 

Next week’s worship  
will be led by Jenny Sheehan 
 

for future events and activities please see our 
website  www.stpaulsurc.org.uk 

 
St Paul’s United Reformed Church 

Croham Park Avenue, South Croydon, CR2 7HF www.stpaulsurc.org.uk  
 

All words and music used with permission - Copyright licence number: 212639 


