
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Order of Service 
Sunday 9 January 2022 

 

 
“The ABC of God’s year”   

 
 

Please use ‘T’ on your hearing aid if you need to use the Hearing Loop. 
 

 

This morning’s service is being led by: Rev David Skitt  

The Organ is played by: Mr Robert Cooper   

Minister: 

Revd. Martin Knight  
Currently unavailable 

 

Church Secretaries: 

Sue Eardley  
07971 068887 secretary@stpaulsurc.org.uk 

Bea Pollard  
020 8657 0162 ronandbea@btinternet.com 
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We extend a very warm welcome to you. If you do not attend a 
church elsewhere, we invite you to join regularly with us in our 
Sunday worship and other activities – see www.stpaulsurc.org.uk 
 
You are welcome to use the time before worship for quiet 
preparation, especially once the music begins. We light a candle at 
the start of the service to remind us all of Christ’s message of 
peace.  
 
The Reformed Church recognises God’s Word as its supreme 
authority and you are asked to stand as the Bible is brought in 
at the start of worship, and again as the Bible is taken out after 
the blessing.  

 
Important notes: 
 It is a joy to welcome you to this service! 

St Paul’s URC has a full Covid-19 Risk Assessment, to help 

keep us all safe, so please follow the notices and advice you 
are given in church. 
 

 Please continue to maintain social distancing where possible 
and we encourage people to wash and sanitise their hands 
regularly.  

 

 In line with new government guidance you are required to 
wear a face covering indoors unless exempt. Please bear 

with one another to keep us all safe.  
 

 The hymns and responses are in this Order Sheet, but feel 
free to pick up a Hymn book or Bible should you wish.  

 
 

 Offertory – we circulate the collection bag for contributions to 

the church’s work, but standing orders and bank transfers are 
preferred (please ask an elder or welcomer for details) and we 
have a credit card reader if you prefer that..   

 
 

 We pray that you will know God’s presence as we worship – in 
church, at home, online, outdoors, at work, school; in all 
places. 

http://www.stpaulsurc.org.uk/
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Welcome & Notices 
 

  
  

Call to Worship 
 
We rejoice in the Holy Spirit over those who will come 
from far away and that you, O Lord, will strengthen us, 
taking away anxiety and blessing with Your Peace ( URC 
Prayer Handbook: Jubilee ). 
 

Hymn – 183 CH3 – Brightest and Best  
 

1 Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid. 
Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
2 Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining; 
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall. 
Angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
 
3 Say, shall we yield him in costly devotion 
Odours of Edom and offerings divine, 
gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 
 
4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
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vainly with gifts would his favour secure. 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 
5 Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid. 
Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 
Prayer of Approach and Confession  
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Introduction to the theme:   
A fun look at the experience of Michael Rosen 
 

Hymn 591: Do not be afraid    
 

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by your name; you are mine. 
 
When you walk through the waters I’ll be with you, 
You will never sink beneath the waves. 
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by your name; you are mine. 
 
When the fire Is burning all around you, 
you will never be consumed by the flames. 
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by your name; you are mine. 
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When you dwell in the exile of a stranger, 
Remember you are precious In my eyes. 
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by your name; you are mine. 
 
You are mine, oh my child; I Am Your Father, 
And I love you with a perfect love. 
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by your name; you are mine. 
 

Junior Church Blessing 
As Junior Church leave for their activities we bless them 
and each other with the words of the Grace: 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and 
forever, Amen 
 

Offertory  
Prayer of Offertory and Intercession  
Mediation “invisible Kisses” by Lemm Sissay 
 

If there was ever one 
Whom when you were sleeping 
Would wipe your tears 
When in dreams you were weeping; 
Who would offer you time 
When others demand; 
Whose love lay more infinite 
Than grains of sand. 
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If there was ever one 
To whom you could cry; 
Who would gather each tear 
And blow it dry; 
Who would offer help 
On the mountains of time; 
Who would stop to let each sunset 
Soothe the jaded mind. 
 
If there was ever one 
To whom when you run 
Will push back the clouds 
So you are bathed in sun; 
Who would open arms 
If you would fall; 
Who would show you everything 
If you lost it all. 
 
If there was ever one 
Who when you achieve 
Was there before the dream 
And even then believed; 
Who would clear the air 
When it’s full of loss; 
Who would count love 
Before the cost. 
 
If there was ever one 
Who when you are cold 
Will summon warm air 
For your hands to hold; 
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Who would make peace 
In pouring pain, 
Make laughter fall 
In falling rain. 
 
If there was ever one 
Who can offer you this and more; 
Who in keyless rooms 
Can open doors; 
Who in open doors 
Can see open fields 
And in open fields 
See harvests yield. 
 
Then see only my face 
In reflection of these tides 
Through the clear water 
Beyond the river side. 
All I can send is love 
In all that this is 
A poem and a necklace 
Of invisible kisses. 
 

Hymn 740: Tell out my soul  
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of His Word; 
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name! 
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Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
His holy name, the Lord, the mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight; 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of His Word! 
Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure. 
Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children's children and forevermore! 
 
Scripture reading: Isiah 43: verses 1-7 

Restoration and Protection Promised 
 
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O 
Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you 
by name, you are mine. 
 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
and the flame shall not consume you. 
 
For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your 
Saviour. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia  and Seba 
in exchange for you. 
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 Because you are precious in my sight, and honoured, 
and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. 
 
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring 
from the east, and from the west I will gather you; 
 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, 
“Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away  and my 
daughters from the end of the earth—  everyone who is 
called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 
formed and made.” 
 
Gospel reading: Acts 8: verses 4-17   

Philip Preaches in Samaria 
 
Now those who were scattered went from place to 
place, proclaiming the word.  Philip went down to the 
city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. The 
crowds with one accord listened eagerly to what was 
said by Philip, hearing and seeing the signs that he did, 
for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out of 
many who were possessed; and many others who were 
paralyzed or lame were cured.  So there was great joy in 
that city. 
 
Now a certain man named Simon had previously 
practiced magic in the city and amazed the people of 
Samaria, saying that he was someone great.  All of them, 
from the least to the greatest, listened to him eagerly, 
saying, “This man is the power of God that is called 
Great.” And they listened eagerly to him because for a 
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long time he had amazed them with his magic.  But when 
they believed Philip, who was proclaiming the good news 
about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, 
they were baptized, both men and women.  Even Simon 
himself believed. After being baptized, he stayed 
constantly with Philip and was amazed when he saw the 
signs and great miracles that took place. 
 
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John 
to them.  The two went down and prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit 
had not come upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus).  Then Peter and 
John laid their hands on them, and they received the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Sermon: “The ABC of God’s Year” 
 

Hymn 608:  Awake, awake to love and work  
 

Awake, awake to love and work! 
The lark is in the sky; 
The fields are wet with diamond dew; 
The worlds awake to cry 
Their blessings on the Lord of life, 
As He goes meekly by. 
 
2 Come, let thy voice be one with theirs, 
Shout with their shout of praise; 
See how the giant sun soars up, 
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Great lord of years and days! 
So let the love of Jesus come 
And set thy soul ablaze. 
 
3 To give and give, and give again, 
What God hath given thee; 
To spend thyself nor count the cost; 
To serve right gloriously 
The God who gave all worlds that are, 
And all that are to be. 
 

Sending forth and blessing  
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We extend a very warm welcome to you! 
 
United Prayer Time Fridays at 7:30-8pm   
for St Paul’s and South Croydon United Church 
 ‘Zoom’ Meeting ID: 845 5391 2820  
  

Next Sunday – worship at 10.30am with Hamish Cook 

 
Book Club - Is now reading Circe by Madeline Miller, discussion 

and chat is at 7.30pm on Thursday 10 Feb at St Paul’s.  
 

Tuesday morning ‘Guild’ –  on 11th January we welcome Cllr 

Jason Perry to talk about how the council works.  All welcome  
 

Pauline Copy Date – Please send your articles, diary dates, 

pictures and news to Pat Granville-Overton by next Sunday please  
 

Church Meeting – is scheduled for Sunday 16th January after 

worship in the large hall.  
 

LICC Learning Hub – Session 1 from 9-12.30 on Saturday 29th 

January. Please put it on your diaries – see last October’s Pauline 
 

For future events and activities please see our website 

 
St Paul’s United Reformed Church 

Croham Park Avenue, South Croydon, CR2 7HF www.stpaulsurc.org.uk  
 

All words and music used with permission - Copyright licence number: 212639 


