
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Order of Service 
Sunday 5 December 2021 

 

 
Second Sunday of Advent  

 
 

 
 

Please use ‘T’ on your hearing aid if you need to use the Hearing Loop. 
 

 

This morning’s service is being led by: Mrs Joyce Brissett  

The Organ is played by: Mr Robert Cooper  

 

Minister: 

Revd. Martin Knight  
Currently unavailable 

 

Church Secretaries: 

Sue Eardley  
07971 068887 secretary@stpaulsurc.org.uk 

Bea Pollard  
020 8657 0162 ronandbea@btinternet.com 

 

St 

Paul’s 

mailto:secretary@stpaulsurc.org.ukardleys@virginmedia.com
mailto:ronandbea@btinternet.com
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Important notes: 
 It is a joy to welcome you to this service! 

St Paul’s URC has a full Covid-19 Risk Assessment, to help 

keep us all safe, so please follow the notices and advice you are 

given in church. 
 

 Please continue to maintain social distancing where possible 

and we encourage people to wash and sanitise their hands 

regularly.  
 

 In line with the guidance from the URC, we strongly 

recommend you continue to wear a mask indoors, but we 

recognise this is now a matter of choice.  

 

 The hymns and responses are in thise Order Sheet, but feel free 

to pick up a Hymn book or Bible should you wish.  
 
 

 Offertory – we are now circulating the collection bag again for 

contributions to the church’s work, but standing orders and bank 

transfers are preferred (please ask an elder or welcomer for 

details).   
 

 

 We pray that you will know God’s presence as we worship – in 

church, at home, online, outdoors, at work, school; in all places. 

 

 
We extend a very warm welcome to you. If you do not attend a church 

elsewhere, we invite you to join regularly with us in our Sunday worship 
and other activities – see www.stpaulsurc.org.uk 

 

You are welcome to use the time before worship for quiet preparation, 
especially once the music begins. We light a candle at the start of the 

service to remind us all of Christ’s message of peace.  

 

The Reformed Church recognises God’s Word as its supreme authority 
and you are asked to stand as the Bible is brought in at the start of 

worship, and again as the Bible is taken out after the blessing.  

http://www.stpaulsurc.org.uk/
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Welcome & Notices, lighting of the peace candle  
 

Advent 2 – the Advent hope  

 
Jesus said, ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law 
and the prophets: I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil 
them.’  
 
All: Amen. Come soon, Lord Jesus!  
  

The second candle is lit and this response is used  
 

Jesus is the light of the world.  
All: A light no darkness can ever put out.  
  

We sing:  
 

Advent candles tell their story as we watch and pray,  
longing for the Day of Glory, ’Come, Lord, soon,’ we say.  
Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness  
changed for gladness on that Day.  
 

Prophet voices loudly crying, making pathways clear;  
glimpsing glory, self-denying, calling all to hear.  
Through their message - challenged, shaken -  
hearts awaken: God is near!  

 

Call to Worship  

 
We light the advent candle for when God created the 
heavens on earth, the earth was in darkness: then God said 
let there be light and there was light. 
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All: in faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. we come seeking 
peace this advent. 
 
Leader we bringing with us the need of our life and the world 
this advent Sunday. 
 
All we come to God, who comes to us in Jesus’ name. 

 
Leader and who knows by experience what human life is like 

on earth. 
 
All: we come with our faith and praises to God our 
saviour for is son Jesus Christ. 

 
Leader: we come with our hopes and with our love for this 

advent Sunday. 
 
All: we come as we are because it is God who invites us 
to come and God has promised never to turn us away. 

 

Hymn 140:   O Lord how shall I meet you 

 
1 O Lord, how shall I meet you, 
how welcome you aright? 
Your people long to greet you, 
my hope, my heart’s delight! 
Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, 
your lamp within my breast 
to do in spirit lowly 
all that may please you best. 
 
2 Love caused your incarnation; 
love brought you down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation 
procured my liberty. 
Oh, love beyond all telling, 
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that led you to embrace 
in love, all love excelling, 
our lost and fallen race. 
 
3 A heavenly hope you give me, 
a treasure safe on high 
that will not fail or leave me 
as earthly riches fly. 
My heart shall bloom forever 
with joyful praises new 
and from your name shall never 
withhold the honour due 

 

Prayers of confession and assurance of pardon 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Talk 

 

Hymn 141:   Make Way, Make Way  
 

Make way, make way for Christ the King In splendour arrives 
Fling wide the gates and welcome Him Into your lives 
 
(refrain) Make way! (Make way!) Make way! (Make way!) 
For the King of kings (For the King of kings) 
Make way! (Make way!) Make way! (Make way!) 
And let His kingdom in 
 
He comes the broken hearts to heal, the prisoners to free 
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, the blind shall see 
(refrain)  
 
And those who mourn with heavy hearts who weep and sigh 
With laughter, joy and royal crown he'll beautify (refrain) 
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We call you now to worship Him as Lord of all 
To have no gods before Him their thrones must fall!   
(refrain) 

 

Junior church blessing  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. The love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore amen. 

 
Junior church leave for their own activities. 
 

Bible Reading:  Malachi 3: 1-4 

The Coming Messenger 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before 
me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But 

who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit 

as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness.[a] 4 Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Bible Reading:   Luke 1:68-79 
 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked 
favourably on his people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up a mighty saviour for us in the house of his 
servant David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi%203%3A1-4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23124a
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prophets from of old, that we would be saved from our 
enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
 
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
and has remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he 
swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us  that we, being 
rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him 
without fear,  in holiness and righteousness before him all our 
days. 
 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for 
you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of 
their sins. 
 
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and 

in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” 
 

Hymn 134:  On Jordan’s bank the Baptists cry    
 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings 
 
Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within, 
Prepare we in our hearts a home 
Where such a mighty Guest may come. 
 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without thy grace we waste away 
Like flowers that wither and decay. 
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To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
And bid the fallen sinner stand; 
Shine forth and let thy light restore 
Earth's own true loveliness once more. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
Whose advent doth thy people free; 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Spirit blessed for evermore. 
 

Sermon 

 

Holy Communion  

 

Hymn 444:  Father we give you thanks   

1   Father, we give you thanks, who planted 

your holy name within our hearts; 

knowledge and faith and life immortal 

Jesus, your Son, to us imparts. 

2  Lord, you have made all for your pleasure 

and given us food for all our days, 

giving in Christ the bread eternal, 

Yours is the power; be yours the praise. 

3   Watch o'er your church, O Lord, in mercy, 

save it from evil, guard it still; 

and in your love unite, perfect it, 

cleanse and conform it to your will. 

4   As grain, once scattered on the hillsides, 

was in the broken bread made one, 
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so may your world-wide church be gathered 

into your kingdom by your Son. 

The Peace  
 
As we come to this meal, we seek peace for each other and 
for the world. The peace of the Lord be always with you  
All and also with you. 

 
Offertory – including communion offering  
(Communion offering is in aid of the Children’s Trust at 
Tadworth. Please use envelopes for that, or straight in the 
bag for offerings for the work of the church, We have a credit 
card reader for donations at the main church west end exit) 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

Prayers of Intercession    

 

Hymn 135:  Joy to the World   
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
 
Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
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No more let thorns infest the ground 
or sin and sorrow grow 
Wherever pain and death are found 
He makes his blessings flow  
He makes his blessings flow 
He makes he makes his blessings flow 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove  
the glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 
 
 

Sending forth and blessing 

 

 



11 

 

 

 
 

No service Boxing Day 
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Information & Notices 

We extend a very warm welcome to you! 
 

United Prayer Time Fridays at 7:30-8pm   
for St Paul’s and South Croydon United Church 
 ‘Zoom’  Meeting ID: 845 5391 2820  
  

The Pauline  - has 4 extra pages and should have been 

emailed to everyone – copies are available for collection in 
full size and compact copies.   
 

Damascus to Rome – Life and legacy of St Paul 
Concludes on Tuesday 7 December at 2.30 in the church. 
See website,  Pauline or corridor notice board for details  
 

Church Decorating  – Sat 11th  from 9am, do come  
 
Next Sunday – Gift Service – please bring contributions 

for the Purley Food Hub or Croydon Nightwatch 

 
Book Club -Music and Silence by Rose Tremain. 

Discussion Thursday 9 December 7.30 at church  
 

For future events and activities please see our 

website  www.stpaulsurc.org.uk 

 
St Paul’s United Reformed Church 

Croham Park Avenue, South Croydon, CR2 7HF www.stpaulsurc.org.uk  
 

All words and music used with permission - Copyright licence number: 212639 


